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AEC Regent 5 . PFN865 (Puffin) Born 1959 Lives Bristol Owned by Rob 
and Ollie Leighfield . One of 40 made. Only a handfull survive. Part of 
the Bristol Vintage Bus Group collection. Can be seen at BVBG open day 
and running days as well as various shows around the South West. 
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W elcome to another issue 
of Vintage Roadscene, 
which I hope you will 
enjoy. We have a number 
of very interesting articles 
this month with some fascinating pictures 
of vehicles from both long ago and not 
so long ago. I sometimes worry whether 
we are covering the subjects which most 
readers want to see. I try to keep a balance 
between goods and passenger, light and 
heavy vehicles, limit the coverage of rallies, 
look at old and not so old vehicles, again, 
use as many old back and white pictures 
as possible, but include some colour to 
brighten things up. 

On the subject of rallies, which are important 
to many people, and it's nice to see the ones 
we weren't able to get to, I like to include some 
coverage regularly, but not let it take over the 
magazine. As a result, I have a total of 16 rally 
reports from different contributors waiting 
their turn. This does mean we can look back on 
this summer, to brighten the dark winter days 
ahead. I must ask, though, are readers happy 
with the amount of rally coverage and the 
way we handle it; would you like more or less? 
Please let me know. 

Another question is with regard to models. 
Most enthusiasts I meet are interested in both 
real vehicles and models of them. Collecting 
models - apart from reading magazines, of 
course - is about the best way to be involved 
with classic lorries and so on, if you aren't 
able to have the real thing. But maybe the 
majority of you are not interested in models 


and would prefer us not to use the pages of 
Vintage Roadscene for them. Again, it would 
be interesting and useful to know whether 
readers would like to see more or less on 
models. 

This leads on to another question, which also 
comes back to the rallies in a way. The model 
pages are among the few which we devote to 
'news'in this magazine. I sometimes wonder 
if readers would like to see some news pages, 
with stories like the one on this page. Of 
course, adding news pages would only work 
if we are sent enough stories by the various 
societies and companies involved with the 
classic and vintage vehicle movement -and 
this probably takes us back to the question of 
whether readers want to see more coverage of 
preservation and restoration in the magazine, 
which we have always tended to leave to the 
others, as this would be likely to make up the 
majority of the news. 

So there we have it, three inter-related 
questions, on which I'm sure readers will have 
an opinion, even if it is only that you like the 
composition of the magazine as it is. Please 
let me know - letter, e-mail or have a chat at 
an event somewhere, especially if you would 
like something different. Of course, you might 
be the only one and be out-voted, but unless I 
hear from you, we won't know. 

Meanwhile, enjoy this issue and the 
remaining events, before we batten down 
the hatches for another winter. Or maybe 
not, as there seem to be more and more 
get-togethers of one sort or another all year 
round these days. It's not'global warming', is it? 


Or am I in danger of inviting political debate, 
which I'm sure we are all trying to get away 
from, when we turn to Vintage Roadscene for 
a wallow in nostalgia.Then we read a piece 
on British Road Services or the National Bus 
Company and there's the political angle once 
again, can't get away from it! 

Please let me know what you'd like to see. It's 
surprising how often a comment in a letter has 
led another of our correspondents to come up 
with a story or some pictures... 





In this issue, we have a series of pictures 
of different type of bulk tankers, designed 
to carry different commodities.This Foden 
was in a fleet well-known for carrying bulk 
cement. Coincidentally, what was probably 
the same vehicle appeared on the cover 
of‘The Foden News’, discussed in our look 
at house magazines, once a great source 
of information about vehicles. Along with 
brewery drays of the past, trolleybuses, fire 
engines, rallies and more we think we’ve got 
it covered, but why not let us know what you 
think...? 
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XU 7498 


Mike Sutcliffe MBE, the well-known restorer of 
several very elderly Leyland buses, has started to 
make provision for the secure Long-term future of 
some of these historically important vehicles and 
has come to an agreement for the London Transport 
Museum to acquire three buses over the next three 
years. 

The first is the ‘Torpedo’ charabanc, CC1087, new in 
July 1914 to the London & North Western Railway, 
based at Euston, which ran bus services in the 
Watford and North Wales areas. This is one of only 
two remaining genuine charabancs. Both chassis and 
32 seater body were built by Leyland Motors, model 
S4.36.T3. The vehicles was requisitioned by the War 
Office in the First War and used for troop transport. 

It was found in a very derelict state and restored to 
original condition in the year 2000. 

The Leyland LB5 with 48 seater body by Christopher 
Dodson,XU 7498, was built in 1924.The Chocolate 
Express Omnibus Co was run by Arthur Partridge, 
becoming the most famous of the London ‘Pirate’ 
operators, this being Partridge’s favourite bus, no B5 
in the fleet. It was converted to run on pneumatic 
tyres in 1930 and lasted until the whole fleet was 
compulsorily purchased in 1934. After working fora 
showman it was found as a garden shed in Norfolk 
and restored by Mike being completed in 1987. Like 
the other buses it has won many prestigious awards. 

The third will be the 1908 Leyland X2 double- 
decker, LN 7270, the oldest surviving British-built 
‘first generation’motor bus, of the London Central 
Motor Omnibus Co, a fleet absorbed into the London 
General Omnibus Co in January 1913. Mike restored 
the bus from a derelict wreck, completed to the 
highest possible standard in 1996. 
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NEWCASTLE & GATESHEAD 
FIRE ENGINES PART 2 



Ron Henderson concludes his 
history of the development 
of the vehicles of this North¬ 
eastern fire brigade. 

N ewcastle & Gateshead Joint Fire 
Service received its last two AEC 
fire engines in 1966. They were 
a turntable ladder and a pump 
escape, the latter to replace an 
earlier Merry weather Marquis, written off in 
an accident on 'Bonfire Night' in 1965. 

In the mid-1960s Newcastle City Council 
followed the route of many other cities and 

Top: One of the two‘mini squirt’fire 
engines, designed for gaining access to 
pedestrianised areas of Newcastle.This one 
carried a 45ft aluminium Ladder; the other 
had a 35ft wooden Ladder.The equipment 
from one major pump was distributed 
between the two minis. Accompanying it 
on this occasion was the prototype ERF fire 
engine.The ERF and the two minis formed 
the first attendance to most fire calls in the 
city centre area. 

Right: A complete contrast from the burgundy 
and red fire engines for Newcastle, this 
multi-coloured Ford box van, delivered 
in 1968, was fitted out as an Emergency- 
Salvage Tender for the brigade’s Gateshead 
fire station.lt replaced a 1937 Bedford. 


towns and set about pedestrianising parts 
of the city centre and constructing large 
indoor shipping centres. So concerned was 
the fire authority about access to certain 
areas, that two special mini fire engines were 
designed in house and constructed by local 
coachbuilders, Minories Ltd. 

Based on Standard Atlas chassis, but by 


then bearing Leyland plates, the appliances 
replaced one conventional pump with 
the equipment and crew of six distributed 
between the two vehicles. For this reason, 
they operated in pairs at all times. No water 
was carried but a light portable pump was 
housed in a side locker. 

Another major departure at this time was 
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Above: In 1971, two of these HCB-Angus bodied ERF water tenders with 400 gallons tanks and 45ft 
Light alloy Ladders were delivered and assigned to Newcastle Central and Gateshead stations. This 
unmarked example was pictured in 1974, just after the brigade was incorporated into the Tyne & 
Wear fire authority. 


Above: A second small Ford fire engine 
was bought in 1969 and kitted out as a 
Hi-expansion foam unit.This replaced the 
Large Commer foam tender delivered in 
1950, which was the first example of the 
new joint fire services post-war replacement 
programme. 

the purchase of a revolutionary new dual- 
purpose fire engine constructed, not on the 
usual adapted commercial vehicle chassis, 
but on ERF's new specially-designed 84PS 
chassis for fire engines. In 1966, Newcastle & 
Gateshead Joint Fire Service commissioned 
the prototype and assigned it as the first turn 
out appliance at the Newcastle headquarters 
fire station. 

As the 1960s progressed, more changes 
occurred. First of all, a new Chief Fire 
Officer was appointed, who was the first 
chief not to have risen through the ranks 
in Newcastle. Secondly, there would be no 
more burgundy and red fire engines. Fire 
engines in Newcastle and Gateshead were 
characterised by their unique burgundy 
livery, contrasted with vermillion locker 
covers and mudguards and black roofs, the 
whole lined out with black edged silver 
pin striping. This livery was first adopted in 
the early 1930s, to differentiate Newcastle's 
appliances from the white and red coal board 
fire engines, neighbouring Gosforth's lime 
green machines and the plethora of red ones 
in the region. This was an early example of 
'corporate'livery. 

The first new fire engine ordered under the 


new leadership was an emergency/salvage 
tender, based on a Ford D series chassis, with 
body built locally by Killingworth Koachworks 
Ltd. As will be seen from the photograph, it 
would appear that there was much confusion 
regarding the colour scheme. One year later 
came a new foam tender to replace the 
original Commer.This was also based on a 
Ford D series chassis but with HCB-Angus 
bodywork. The livery of this one was mainly 


the more traditional fire engine red with 
black roof and mudguards. 

Simultaneous with ERF's new 84PFS 
pump chassis, the new 84RS was also 
introduced, especially for the mounting of 
Simon Engineering's new Snorkel hydraulic 
platform. This was a new concept for fire 
fighting, and Newcastle & Gateshead Fire 
Service bought one of these new heavy duty 
ERF chassis in 1968, having it fitted with a set 
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Above: Two final ERF fire engines were delivered to Newcastle in 1972.These were fitted with 50ft hydraulic platforms, as a replacement for the 
traditional and increasingly obsolete wheeled escape Ladders. Once the pride of the fleet, this rather unkempt one of the pair was seen Later, when in 
use as a driver training vehicle. 



of 85ft hydraulic booms, the bodywork being 
from Fulton & Wylie Ltd of Falkirk. 

Fire engines on ERF chassis were widely 
accepted by many fire brigades, including 
Newcastle, which bought four more. The first 
two were water tenders, delivered in 1971, 
while during the following year another two 
were delivered, these ones being fitted with 
50ft hydraulic platforms.The coachworkon 
these four ERFs was by HCB-Angus Ltd. 

As 1974 neared, major changes were in the 
offing nationally, with shifts in Britain's county 


Above: The Last fire engine to be ordered by 
Newcastle & Gateshead Joint Fire Service 
was this Dennis F109 water tender ladder, 
which was delivered just before the brigade’s 
dissolution.lt became something of a 
pioneer, as the type was adapted as the 
standard pumping appliance by the Tyne & 
Wear fire authority. (I Moore) 

boundaries resulting in the City of Newcastle 
and the Borough of Gateshead becoming 
part of the new Tyne & Wear Metropolitan 
county, with a newly-created associated 
county fire authority. 

One final new fire engine was ordered and 
delivered just before the dissolution of the 
Joint Fire Service. A complete departure 
from the ERFs, this last one was based on a 


Above: Newcastle & Gateshead’s five red ERF fire engines, showing the two water tenders on the 
right and the big 85ft Simon Snorkel, flanked by the 50ft Simon pump-hydraulic platforms. The 
prototype ERF fire engine that served in Newcastle was Later painted red but is absent from this 
photograph. 


Dennis FI 09 chassis, which was delivered just 
months before the new brigade was formed. 
This vehicle did not remain unique, as it 
became the standard pumping unit ordered 
by the new Tyne & Wear fire authority. 
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MEADOWS SERVICES UK LTD 

- SOUTH WILTSHIRE - 



07734 829 626 / 01980 671 367 

* Restorations to all classic 
commercial & military 
vehicles 



* Full or part restorations 
tailored to your needs 

* On site work undertaken 
nationwide 

* Rates & timescale negotiable 
to suit all pockets 

* Delivery/collection service 

available A 



“No two classic lorries are 
the same, that’s why you 
need a specialist to arrange 
your insurance cover” 

Eddie Johnson, HGV and Classic Lorry 
Insurance Specialist 


The Classic Lorry Insurance Specialist 

www.classiclorries.co.uk 
or call 01625 359020 

Classic Lorries is a trading style of Isis Insurance. Isis Insurance Services Limited is 
authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Our firm number is 314533 


WINDSCREEN RUBBER 

Original Pattern Dies available for the 
following makes & models 


WE ALSO DO PSV RUBBERS & DRAFT SEALS 


AEC MkV Dodge ‘K’ Series 

AEC Park Royal ERF ‘A’ and ‘LV’ 

AEC/Leyland Tilt Cabs Foden S21 / S80 
Austin FFK Ford D’ Series 

Bedford ‘QL’ Thames Trader 

Atkinson Borderer Scammel Crusader 

Commer TS3 Seddon 1970’s 


Also door draught strips & non original rubbers that may fit 
your lorry. Please ring Mike Gosling and leave a message 


Tel 01953 607295 


TO ADVERTISE IN 

-n ,Vintage „ 

RoadscenE 

www.roadscene.com 
PLEASE CALL THE TALK MEDIA 
SALES TEAM ON 01732 445325 
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TANKS FOR THE 



Road Tankers are versatile modes of transport and carry more than just liquids. Norman Chapman takes a 
eclectic look at some of their many uses and different tank designs. 

Above: Slater’s Haulage of Kirby Misperton, in 
Ryedale, North Yorkshire ran a mixed bodied 
fleet of lorries in its time. The company is 
however, well known for its large tanker 
fleet, which carried powdered cement. A loyal 
Foden user, here are three generations of 
the marque, all painted in the Tilling Group 
(Tilcon) pale blue and crimson livery, with 
the Ensign Tankers name.The line-up from 
the left of the picture includes an S20, UPY 
371, then a number of S24s,AAJ 145B and 151 
FAJ, with DAI 191C in the foreground. To the 
right is the oldest member of the fleet in the 
picture, an S18-cabbed FG. 


Left: You can have a better look at the S18 
type in this picture of, UMP 954, a wagon 
operated by Colas of Richmond, Surrey. 

Colas is now a multi-national company with 
interests in a number of different fields, but is 
best-known for road repair and maintenance. 
This articulated tanker, UMP 954 was one of 
the tar spreader fleet. 
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Above: These two Seddon Atkinson 
articulated combinations were 
operated by ICI and both were 
registered in Middlesbrough. FHN 
470V had a tank trailer for liquid 
C02, while the other, EDC 578V, from 
the Agricultural Division, had a tank 
probably loaded with fertiliser. The 
haulage firm I worked for in my 
younger days, bought a Seddon 
Atkinson 400 tipper when the model 
was first Launched in 1975. The driver 
and I were discussing the new badge 
on the cab and wondering what it 
was meant to be. It wasn’t anything 
we had been used to, from Seddon or 
Atkinson for that matter. He took one 
Last Look at it and said: “It Looks Like 
two snails on the job!” 


Above: This exotic motor was born in 
Canada in the mid-1950s and is the White 
‘Streamliner’. There was a number of these 
combinations built for the Canadian Labatts 
Brewery‘to get them noticed’. The tractor 
began Life as a model WA122 and was 
transformed by designer Count Alexis de 
Sakhnoffsky.The Fruehauf trailer was also 
transformed into a sleek design by Smith 
Brothers Body Works. The Streamliner won 
the Best Design Award at the Worlds Fair held 
in New York in 1959. This restored example 
was pictured at the HCVS Tyne-Tees run in the 
mid-1980s. 


Below: Robertson Oils is based in Dingwall, 
Ross and Cromarty, in Scotland and is still 
in business today. I say that because this 
Bedford TM, B686 FJS,was pictured when I 
was passing through the market town in 
1984. Most, if not all of the Robertson fleet 
are painted in the British Petroleum (BP) 
livery. 
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Above: Hydig was a company set up by Thames Water to focus on the recycling of farm sludge, particularly in the West Herfordshire locality. The service 
was set up for farmers who did not have the necessary equipment to spread liquid manure onto farmland. Tankers, like this Guy Big J6,AUD 122J, would 
pick up cesspool or tanked waste from a farm and spread it onto the fields as a cheap alternative to fertiliser. The Hydig fleet only had a few vehicles and 
no Longer operates. 



Above: Another company which transported Liquid waste was Haul-Waste and it is thought that the parent company and Hydig’s were Linked through 
acquisitions in the past. Haul-Waste Ltd is now owned by the huge recycling and waste company, Viridor of Exeter, Devon. This Mercedes Benz 2421 six- 
wheeler, E975 OCV is seen with the ECC Group Logo on the cab door, which refers to the then ownership of Haul-Waste Ltd by English China Clay PLC. 
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Above: A waste product in abundance from 
coal-fired power stations is pulverised 
ash. It became a case of what you could 
do with huge quantities of the substance? 
Well, it is used in cement production, as 
an engineering fill material and, most 
commonly, in concrete building ‘breeze’ 
block manufacture. This is an ideal way 
of recycling, as the ash has very effective 
thermal insulation qualities.This brand 
new, unregistered Foden S21 eight-wheeler 
was pictured near the Foden works at 
Sandbach in Cheshire resplendent in the 
Standard Pulverised Fuel Co. Ltd of Barnsley, 
Livery. 


Above: Time for another beer! This great 
picture shows an early post-war Albion CX 
eight wheeler, Guinness fleet number 21, 
being automatically washed, to Look its best 
while out on bulk deliveries. 


Below: Mike Jeffries is a transport artist that 
you have probably heard of. This is one of his 
paintings, used for an old calendar, depicting 
Life at a Blue Circle Portland cement 
production plant. Mike has shown a rearview 
of an S21 Foden driving into the yard where 
a twin hopper tank, based on a Guy Invincible 
II is parked up. Mike called the picture‘Lonely 
Guy’, (picture Mike Jeffries). 
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Right: Talking about Guys, this one is not so 
lonely.The picture must have been a publicity 
shot for the Gulf company, rather than for 
the wagon, which was pictured on a filling 
station forecourt. The Big J was brand new 
and unregistered. 


Below: Another company a lot bigger than 
Sayers, which is also in the‘no Longer around’ 
category is Spillers Flour Millers, as the 
company was declared bankrupt in 2007. This 
picture was taken at the mill on the banks of 
the Tyne in Newcastle in 2005. At this time, 
the company was a big Leyland user and the 
photo shows a few different models and tank 
designs. 




Below: Sayers Transport Services (STS) of Newbury 
operated this Scania lll,WMO 82T among a medium¬ 
sized, mixed fleet of tankers, flats and curtainsiders.A 
big Scania user, in 1988, Sayers had 26 in the fleet. The 
tankers were in a niche market exploited by STS in dry 
powder chemicals, which included granules used in the 
manufacture of plastic. The company was taken over by 
huge Dutch De Rijke Group. 
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Right: This is an AEC sales advert from 1931, 
which appeared on the front cover of the 
Commercial Motor magazine.The company 
was telling the potential customer of the 
benefits of its wagon chassis for springing 
and riding qualities when it came to fitting a 
tank body, (courtesy CM magazine). 


Below: Here is a company which has gone 
through a number of changes, ownership- 
wise but, however, is still operating today. 
British Salt, which does exactly as it says 
on the tank, used to be part of the Stavely 
Industries Group.‘Snooty Fox’, MCA 855Y, 
was a Rolls Royce 265L-powered Foden S10 
Haulmaster eight-wheeler. 
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1: Some haulage firms use old tankers for yard fuel storage bowsers and 
some use them on remote construction sites. Ward Brothers of Durham used 
this Bedford RL as a site refueller for the company’s plant working on a major 
roadworks job on the A69 near Corbridge in the mid-1980s. The Bedford is seen 
being unloaded from the trailer which was pulled by Ward’s ScammeLL S24. 

2: A commodity which most of us cannot do without is milk. This wagon and drag 
had a interesting story behind it. The company, Milk Marque, which was a dairy 
farmers’co-operative, was set up in 1994. It was however, folded in the year 2000, 
after the Competitions Commission queried how milk pricing was done. 

The wagon was an ERF ES8 275 four-wheeler, L879 NEG, which was fitted with an 
Austrian Steyr cab, after ERF signed a co-operation agreement with Steyr. The 
Link would Later be rekindled with MAN taking over both companies. 


5,4 and 5: Back in the day, the roads of the UK were awash with specialised tanker hauliers, which are now either defunct or have been absorbed into 
bigger organisations. There are far too many to List here, however, three in particular, deserve a mention. Harold Wood, Bulwark and John Foreman. 

The Harold Wood company, at its peak, with 540 vehicles, was the largest tanker fleet in the UK. The company was bought by Pickfords in 1965, through 
a deal involving the state-owned Transport Holding Company (THC).The Wood company continued to be run independently, however, and was Later 
renamed as Tankfreight. Wood bought Lots of AECs and the picture shows the link, in a page from a Mammoth Major brochure. Bulwark Transport Ltd 
grew into Bulwark United Transport Ltd, which was part of the vast European United Transport Group. The Bulwark operations became part the United 
Transport Tankers. After this, the Bulwark story gets a bit sketchy. If you know what happened next, the Editor would Love to hear from you. As with the 
Harold Wood picture, Bulwark bought a Lot of Atkinsons and this was a great way to advertise both companies. As a kid growing up, I remember the John 
Foreman company Lorries as a common sight on the roads of the North East were I Live. A Loyal ScammeLL user, Foreman had depots in Newcastle upon 
Tyne, Hull and Later Felling, Gateshead. In the Latter part of the 1980s, the company was absorbed, along with 13 other similar tanker hauliers, into the 
huge P&O Roadtanks organisation. The picture shows a ScammeLL Highwayman artic, 357 DBB. Apart from supplying any further information on the 
Bulwark company. If you are an ex-tanker driver, operator or used to work on them and would Like to share your experiences, the Editor would Love to 
hear from you. 
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I Above: This AEC Mammoth Major eight-wheeler, JU 4876 (Leicestershire, 1934), with a platform body built byAbbotts, later an associated company, was part 
of the original KCP fleet. As a matter of interest, there were no brakes on the second steering axle, while balloon tyres were fitted to the single rear wheels. 


Federated Conveyors 

Colin Chesterman remembers a well-known Midlands fleet which changed its name to avoid confusion. 


T he picture of a Federated Road 

Services Atkinson in the Scenes Past 
feature on eight-wheelers in July's 
Vintage Roadscene prompted me to 
do a bit more delving. The company 
which operated the Atkinson was previously 
called Federated Conveyors, although it started 
life as KPC (which stood for Kirby Country 
Products), based in Little Glen, near Blaby. 

Between 20 and 30 vehicles were operated 
by KPC, distributing on behalf of Silcocks Cattle 
Feeds, from Leicester, London, Hull and Kings 
Lynn. The company was sold off in 1948 prior to 
being nationalised and was run by Arnold Kirby 
and his brother. 

In 1941 -42, Arnold Kirby had also bought 
Federated Conveyors Ltd, a clearing house with 
an office at 185 Tower Bridge Road in London. 
This firm cleared the docks and wharves on 
Tooley Street, between Tower Bridge and 
London Bridge. At the end of World War II, the 
produce moved included Danish bacon, Polish 
eggs and priority tea and this operation was 
managed by John Kirby, Arnold Kirby's son. At 
the time you could stand on Tower Bridge and 
see dockers, dockside cranes and ships three- 
abreast at the wharves. 

With the KCP lorries having being sold off in 
1948, Federated found itself without transport. 
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A Line-up of four ERF LV-cabbed artic units, from the Left,TBC431H, UJF 712H, WBC 272J and VBC437H,aLL registered in Leicester in 1969-70, 
the first Garder-badged, the rest Cummins-engined, outside the offices at the Market Harborough depot. 


Above: An ERF B Series tractor unit, UU 434P, 
Leicester, September 1975), with a Gardner 
badge, Leaves the Avon cosmetics factory, 
with a Loaded Yorktandem-axLe chassisless 
van trailer. 

Left: An ERF B Series four-wheeled box van, 
fleet no 331, KRY 751P (Leicester, August 
1975), with a Gardner 150 badge, is seen 
outside the Old Red Lion, a Charles Wells pub, 
in this publicity shot. 

the company's body repairs and painting, but 
became part of Federated Garages, with its head 
office at 62 Nicholas Street, Leicester.This was 
also the operating base for several Atkinson and 
AEC four, six and eight-wheelers. 

In 1956, part of the old Prisoner of War camp 
on Fardon Road, Market Harborough was 
purchased. The yard for the prison lorries was a 
large asphalt area, where the second warehouse 
on Fardon Road now stands. This was ideal for 
the fleet to park some of the trucks and trailers 
from the Nicholas Street site. The fleet built up 
very quickly so, in 1961, the first warehouse was 
built, followed by offices. This warehouse later 
became the workshop for the fleet. 

It was at about this time that the name 
Federated Conveyors was changed to Federated 
Road Transport Services Ltd. Road haulage was 


However, it could not just buy replacements, 
as the 'A' licences had also gone with the KCP 
lorries so, to get back into haulage, the firm had 
to buy old or even scrap lorries which still had 'A' 
licences.The cost was around £100 per ton - a 
considerable amount of money in those days. 

The first vehicle purchased was an AEC eight¬ 
wheeler, and this was followed by some lighter 
Bedfords, some of which came from the local 
dealer, Douglas Weir of Leicester. BMC, Morris 
and Austin lorries also joined the fleet and some 
four-wheelers were converted into artics, with 
Tasker or BTC trailers. 

Federated also acquired Abbotts, the 
Bodybuilders, and this company was managed 
by Keith Kirby. Abbots had previously carried out 
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steadily progressing and the fleet was now 
updated to include ERF, Ford Transcontinental, 
Ford 'D' Series, Seddon, Dodge, Foden and 
Scammell vehicles.Transport offices were 
opened atTrafford Parkin Manchester,West 
Bromwich and Norwich. The London office 
moved to Gravesend, and a new storage 
warehouse facility was opened in Melton 
Mowbray. 

Several other haulage companies were also 
purchased, including C J Sunders of Peckham 
and Springthorpe Transport Ltd of Leicester to 
name just two. 

At this time the company was running around 
50 lorries and 40 trailers, with customers 
including British Steel, Cassloid- BXL, Standard 




Above: A Cummins-powered Ford 
Transcontinental tractor unit, VAY 705S 
(Leicester, September 1977), with a box van 
trailer, outside a customer’s premises when 
new. 

Left: This AEC Mammoth Major MkV has been 
restored in Federated Road Services Livery.lt 
has been seen at many rallies over the Last 
few years; here it is seen at the 2010 Gaydon 
event. 

Below: A Ford D Series 28 tons gross tractor 
unit, which has been restored in Federated 
Livery, seen at this year’s Classic Commercials 
Show at Gaydon. 


Soap, Bunkleys Steel, Trafford Park Steel, Pedigree 
Pet Foods, British Shoe Corporation, Symingtons, 
Tungsten Batteries and British Gypsum. 

Road haulage developed quickly throughout 
these years but, in 1981, the first depression 
hit Federated badly, with British Steel at Corby 
closing two blast furnaces and the loss of the 
pet food business when Pedigree put a rail 
connection into its works at Melton. 

The result was that the company ceased 
trading in the late 1980s, but it is remembered 
by many transport enthusiasts, aided by a couple 



of preserved lorries, which have been restored in 
the company's livery. 
































Above: I make no excuse including a few HaLLfords, built byJ & E Hall of Hythe Street Dartford, between 1907 and 1925.1 worked for the company from 
1969 to 1974, then trading as HaLL-Thermotank.The company was a pioneer in commercial refrigeration for the food industry, from the Late Victorian 
period, and could atone time claim that 90% of the world’s marine refrigeration was supplied by them. By the Edwardian period, a large slice of the 
company’s business was tied up with the brewing trade. Large refrigeration machines were supplied for water cooling, controlling the temperature in 
fermenting rooms and chilling bottled beer.This avenue provided Hall’s new Lorry business with a ready market. During their peakyears before World 
War I, HaLLfords were sold to Large regional as well as small Local brewers. Not surprisingly the nearest brewery, Kidds, based further along Hythe Street 
in Dartford, purchased a number. The origins of the brewery dated back to the 1860s, with Charles Kidd taking over in 1868. The business was sold to 
Courage in 1937, along with 65 pubs, and the site cleared fora new Co-op store two years Later. The Liveried chauffeur of this Late 1911 four-tonner, 
registered D 7061, had plenty of‘trouncers’to assist so that uniform should stay immaculate. The company’s Livery was dark blue. 


Those were the Drays 

Allan Bedford has collected together a great selection of pictures of brewery drays from the days when 
many were emblazoned with the slogan 'beer is best'. We can't disagree, especially when it was delivered 

on one of these lovely old vehicles... 


D uring my childhood, a day trip 
by road to the countryside or 
coast, or the annual holiday, 
was a great way of spotting 
buses from the numerous 
regional and corporation fleets, with their 
many wonderful liveries and fleet names. At 
the same time I became aware of the many 
brewery names associated with a particular 
area,many having survived for generations. 

Regrettably, like the passing of our 
colourful buses, with the creation of the 
National Bus Company and other subsequent 
wide-ranging companies, many of these 
local breweries, along with their beers and 
distinctive liveries have also vanished during 
the same period. Many quite large concerns 
still with us at the close of the 1950s had 
disappeared or been absorbed by 1970. 


Takeover fever saw the creation of the 'big 
six'giants, which accounted for over 70% of 
beers sold by 1968. Local brews vanished 
and in their place came the dreaded keg 
ales, with Flowers leading the way. Do you 
remember the wonderful Stanley Unwin, 
who featured in the company's TV ads? 

During the same period, many old cider 
makers closed their doors and many of the 
once numerous local mineral water firms 
also called it a day, to be replaced by national 
brands of pop at your corner shop. 

Thankfully, with the formation CAMRA, the 
Campaign for Real Ale, the tide slowly turned, 
with some of the industry giants closing 
down and their weak offerings vanishing. 
Today, the UK can boast over one thousand 
real ale and craft ale breweries and many 
lively new cider producers offering tastes and 


choices as never before. 

To remember some of these local and 
regional names, here is a small selection 
featuring an assortment of vehicles from our 
once numerous producers. Altogether, there 
are 18 makes of steam/petrol/diesel-powered 
commercials, spanning around 60 years. 
Owing to my'Southern Roots', most are from 
London and the south of the country. Many 
of the Dennis photos carry a 'P No', indicating 
that they are factory pictures. All the vehicles 
featured were operated by lost companies, 
while there are a few items of ephemera to 
broaden the subject.There will be more in 
subsequent issues. 

Unfortunately, being black and white, the 
wonderful colours of the liveries of most 
remain a mystery - unless readers can tell us 
more... 
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Above & right: A Later example of one of the fleet of Kidds of Dartford, dressed with garlands 
of hops for a procession.This 1927 Leyland is, according to Mike Sutcliffe, either a 5 ton 
model PH2 or a 6 ton OH2. Of note on the side is a poster showing the company’s trademark 
‘The Post Boy’, which fortunately was also used on promotional sets of playing cards, one of 
which turned up on an online auction site and reproduced here. 


KIDDS Dartford 

POST BOY SftANO 



□TILED Qt'QUT.S 

ALES* 5 * 0 . 





Left: Just three miles from Dartford, in 
the Thameside town of Erith, Hamptons 
coachworks spanned the period from horse- 
drawn carts to early motor vehicles. Among the 
company’s output in 1912 was this small Vh 
ton model CC Hallford.The Hatfield Brewery, 
in Salisbury Square, could be traced back to 
1635. Pryor Reid was brewing on the site from 
the 1880s, but the company sold the business 
to Benskins of Watford in 1920, along with 105 
pubs, and brewing ceased. 

Below: This fine line-up outside Russells 
Brewery in Gravesend features a 1915 Hallford 
on the far Left, flanked by a small Ford model 
TT and three Dennis A Type Subsidy models, 
probably taken around 1920. Gravesend was 
famous for its brown shrimps, caught by 
generations of riverfolk in small craft called 
Bawleys, operating in the Thames Estuary.The 
brewery used a shrimp as its trademark.The 
Hallford (KT 6973) also operated at some stage 
from the company’s Margate depot. The Russell 
family owned the brewery from 1858 and 
sold it, along with 223 tied houses, to Truman, 
Hanburyand Buxton in 1930, which used the 
site as a depot for the next 50 years. 



Shrimp Brand 
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Above: A nice old undated bill, issued by 
Leney’s of Canterbury and Dover, probably 
around 1930.The Two Doves pub could well 
be the one that still exists in Nunnery Fields, 
Canterbury. Notice the great combination of 
Christian initial and surname for Mr D Moat... 


Above: Alfred Leney’s Phoenix Brewery, in Dolphin Lane, Dover, can be traced back to 1740, with 
Alfred Leneyand James Evenden from Watering bury in Kent in charge from 1859. The brewery was 
sold to Fremlins of Maidstone in 1926 and brewing ceased the following year. However, Leney’s 
Table Waters, established by 1927, continued to ‘brew’ ginger beer and other favourites there until 
1950. This Canterbury-registered Thornycroft J Type was one of the numerous World War I Subsidy 
models to enjoy an extended Life. 



Above: This Garrett 5 ton overtype wagon, 
Works No 33630, delivered in November 
1919, carried the East Suffolk registration BJ 
4612. The Leney family acquired the Lease 
of the Phoenix Brewery at Wateringbury in 
1838 and were also involved with the other 
Phoenix Brewery in Dover. 

Right: An example of a 1932 Dennis 4/6 
tonner, this one from the fleet of Frederick 
Leney ofWateringbury in Kent, five miles 
south west of Maidstone. Whitbread 
purchased the Wateringbury brewery in 1927, 
before selling it on to Fremlins of Maidstone 
in 1961. Fremlins was sold to Whitbreads 
in 1967, with the Wateringbury site finally 
closing in 1981. 
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Right: This‘stock illustration’from around 
1912 was issued by Fodens on advertising 
postcards.The picture was edited and 
adapted to illustrate some of the many 
brewers throughout the country, which had 
bought Foden 5 ton dray wagons. 

The Dartford Brewery in Lowfield Street 
owned several and, after World War I, a 
Sentinel 6 ton standard wagon, No 2424, 
registered AW 5124, with bodywork by Beadle 
of Dartford, also joined the fleet. 

The brewery company traded between 1897 
and 1925, acquiring further breweries in 
Tonbridge, Northfleet and Lamberhurst in 
Kent, plus Deptford in London.The brewery 
closed in the mid-1920s after Style & Winch 
of Maidstone took control. 



Above: Well into the 1920s, the steam wagon remained a popular and practical delivery vehicle for 
our brewers. Aveling and Porter of Rochester, world-famous for its steam rollers, also built a total 
of 292 wagons between 1909 and 1925, all of the overtype design, offering 3 ton, 3-4 ton and 5 ton 
models. This example, in an amazing image taken 100 years ago, shows wagon no 8559, delivered to 
Charrington’s Gravesend brewery in April 1915. The Wellington Brewery in West Street was originally 
Walker & Son (founded by 1850) and bought byCharrington in 1904, although brewing ceased in 
Gravesend in 1928. 




Left: Wallis & Steevens of 
Basingstoke built 3 and 5 ton 
overtype wagons between 1906 
and 1924, with a total production 
of just 127 units. A number of 
brewers favoured these wagons, 
including John May from the 
maker’s town. 

Ashby’s of Church Street, Staines 
took three, No 2951 in 1907, No 
7280 in 1912 and No 7556 in 1917. 
This one looks like a 5 tonner. 
Ashby’s, founded in 1796, sold out 
to H & G Simonds of Reading in 
1930, with 333 tied houses, and 
brewing ceased the following year. 
The Simonds fleet included four 
similar wagons in 1915/6, Nos 
7429/7430/7532/7535. IronicaLLy, 
John May’s Basingstoke Brewery 
(founded in 1750) survived until 
1947, when it also came under 
Simonds control. 
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Above: One of the Largest London brewers, Hoare 
& Company, of the Red Lion Brewery, Smithfield, 
also added Hallfords to its fleet in 1912. Brewing 
on this ancient site can be traced back to 1492, with 
Hoare Family involvement from 1802.The business 
was sold to Charringtons in 1933, with the brewery 
closing the following year. One Lasting reminder of 
this Long Lost brewer was its Toby Jug trade mark, 
adopted byCharrington and still familiar to-day. The 
traditional Label display on the side of this unusual 
roller shutter-equipped 4 ton model EA Hallford 
includes‘Toby Ale’. 

Right Among the very Large brewers to take 
Hallfords was the mighty AnselLs, of Park Road, 
Aston, Birmingham. Brewing on the site commenced 
in 1882. Eventually becoming part of the Allied 
Breweries Group, the AnselLs brewery shut in 1981, 
although a keg beer bearing the name can still be 
found 30 years Later! This 4 ton model EA Hallford 
of 1909 must have been a bit draughty to drive. 

The photograph was featured in Halls 1911 sales 
catalogue. 


Left: This RAF-pattern Subsidy Leyland 
Looks to have survived into the 1930s, with 
pneumatics and a modernised cab. It could 
possibly be a Pickfords contract vehicle. 

The brewery certainly used a 1932 Morris 
Commercial 30 cwt‘R Type’from Pickfords, 
with both the headboard and coachworkto 
similar pattern to this Leyland. 

Wenlock’s, in City Road, Shoreditch Nl, was 
acquired by the Worthington branch of Bass 
in 1953 and closed in 1962. 


M HALLFORD ” 

4 TOW lorry for BREWERS. 


Body . * Price EGO. 
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Right: The 30 cwt Thornycroft A1 was first 
sold in 1924. This Lovely chunky example was 
operated by Devenish of Weymouth from the 
company’s Exeter depot, in ALphington Road, 
which was acquired in 1925 with the business 
of Aylwin & Snowden.This depot closed in 
1958. 


Left: A 1960 Commer OX leaving the 
Weymouth brewery in Hope Square with 
a full Load of bottled beer.This brewery 
was established in 1742 and acquired by 
W Devenish in 1824. With the acquisiton of 
the Redruth Brewery in 1934,Vallances of 
Sidmouth in 1957 and Groves of Weymouth in 
1960, the company had a very Large presence 
across the South-west. It managed to stay 
independent of the big groups, but ceased 
brewing in Weymouth in 1985 and Redruth in 
2004 - another famous name gone. 

Below: This Line-up of Dennis vehicles 
includes examples built between 1925 and 
1930.The two oldest still wear solids, while 
the Latest, PL 6340, Looks to be a 6 tonner. 
Friary, Holroyd and HeaLy’s massive brewery 
in Commercial Road, Guildford dominated the 
city, until it was demolished in the 1970s.The 
company, established in 1895, merged with 
Meux of London in 1956, to form Friary Meux 
which Later became another part of Allied 
Breweries. 



















































Right: By 1932 the Dennis 4/6 tonner 
featured a modernised radiator, on Friary’s 
fleet no 54, seen unregistered, probably when 
brand new, at the loading bank at Guildford. 

Below: This Little Dennis 45/50 cwt‘Flying 
Pig L styled dropside of around 1934 was 
supplied to Meux of London. By then, brewing 
at Nine Elms, Battersea, the company can 
be traced back to 1807, at the Horse Shoe 
Brewery in Tottenham Court Road, with 
origins dating back to the 1760s.The Nine 
Elms Brewery also traded under this name, 
with the Horse Shoe continuing as the trade 
mark, as seen here, the company merging 
with Friary of Guildford in 1956. The Nine 
Elms site closed in 1964. 




Below: A stylish 1947 ERF featuring the 
new‘V Cab’.The Wiltshire brewery in back 
street Trowbridge was founded in 1824. The 
company merged with Watney-Mann in 1960 
but, following a management buy-out, had 
regained its independence by the 1990s. 
However, despite bottling a special brew for 
the new millennium, the brewery closed its 
doors in 2000 and is now just a memory. 
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Above: They don’t come any better then this ERF 
V Front model 68 eight-Legger, which was new to 
Ushers in 1949. 

Right and below: An early post-war addition to the 
fleet of Lovibonds of Greenwich fleet was No T, one 
of a number of similar ALbions. At the time of the 
Wineways takeover of the company’s off Licences in 
1968, a number of these veterans were still in use. In 
the early 1970s, one could be found Lying derelict on 
a farm at Longfield Hill in Kent. 

An earlier bonnetted Albion, fleet no ‘P’ is also seen 
at the loading bank.These days, there is brewing in 
Greenwich again, at‘Meantime’. 
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Malcolm Bates takes a further look into the relationship between the British 
commercial vehicle industry and 'publicity' -at a time when both were 
becoming more sophisticated. Indeed, as the first professional 'Publicity 
Manager'at Shelvoke & Drewry, our Malcolm was part of that transition. 
Having previously taken a look at 'trade magazines' this month, he takes a 
look at some manufacturer's in-house publications. 


W hen it comes to gaining 
publicity for a product - 
and lorries and buses are 
a product just like any 
other - there are several 
factors that need to be considered. Direct 
personal contact with the end-user (the 
potential customer) is obviously the best 
way to drum-up business. And a personal 
recommendation from a satisfied customer 


to a contemporary is an excellent way 
to broaden the customer base and 
build a solid reputation. 

If you're looking for a relevant example, 
try brewers and flour millers - both 
were (and still are today) fairly well-off 
business sectors, both have to transport 
a premium product and I think we 
could safely say that large sacks of 
grain, milled flour, or feed and casks and 


LEYLAND MOTORS LIMITED 

LFYLAND. LANCS. I**i 


Above 2: The start of a new era? Because 
of the shortage of new materials after the 
war, even the Largest of manufacturers took 
time to get back to peacetime production 
and LeyLand was no exception. Ideally, 
this September 1946 edition of‘The 
LeyLand Journal’should have been telling 
readers about the new post-war range 
of Lorries. Instead, there were articles on 
Waring & Gillow’s rebuilt ex-RAF Leylands, 
which were still in service pulling along, 
not only themselves, but fully-loaded 
draw-bar trailers as well! The only‘new’ 
deliveries featured were ‘Interim’ 12.1B 
Beavers to Meux’s Brewery - although 
the announcement of a new trolleybus 
manufacturer (BUT), formed by LeyLand and 
AEC pooling resources, was deemed worthy 
of an inside front cover‘house ad’. 
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Right: The Swinging Sixties? It’s November 1960 nowand the Leyland Journal is 
using a bit more colour inside and as here, some ‘humour’. UDT (United Dominions 
Trust) was at the forefront of‘financing’ new vehicles, at a time when ‘hire purchase’ 
was treated with suspicion and the saying ‘Never a Lender or a borrower be’was the 
template by which many still Lived their Lives. Here we see a fictitious‘Jock’of‘Saxon’s 
Coaches’, having a puff on his cigar while a white-coated driver relates how well 
his newUDT-financed coaches have gone down with the humourously-portrayed 
clientele in the background.This is clearly the work of a proper advertising agency 
and a nice example of support advertising’in a house magazine. 
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Above: More‘Broadening Horizons’. The 1960 Commercial Motor Show saw the announcement 
of the third new range of Leylands since the war (if we assume the‘Interims’were essentially 
a pre-war design).The‘Mouthorgan’ range had clearly done well, but Leyland was still selling 
chassis-only where Locally-built cabs to meet operator’s requirements were still favoured - 
probably because British Lorry cabs were so ‘plain’. The LAD range was therefore more stylish - 
and the first to feature ‘two-tone’ interior trim - and to make the point, a ‘Long door’ LAD-cabbed 
‘Chieftain’was featured on the Albion stand for Yale Transport Corp of New York. Leyland Group 
products - which now ranged from 3 tons (soon to be joined by the ill-fated Leyland 2-tonner, 
just before the BMC merger) all the way up to 150 tons capacity - attracted orders worth 
£3.25MiLLion at the show, we were told. 


had already embraced the internal combustion 
engine. 

The strong brand image of manufacturers 
like Foden and Sentinel was such that, in many 
cases, the same customers stayed loyal for 
_ several generations. And when, for example, 
Sentinel clung on to the notion of'steam'for far 
too long, customers from the 1930s came back 
to the brand when the new Sentinel diesel 
was introduced after World War II. So'Brand 
loyalty'was a central part of commercial vehicle 
publicity over the entire span of the industry 
from the early days, right through to today - to 
a point were cynically, Paccar even 'remade' 
what were essentially DAFs into'Fodens'to 
satisfy demands from operators who wanted 
the last examples of this once famous brand. 


... luikiirari t n/auMf 


Left 1: This is a double page spread from 
the July 1956 edition of The Leyland 
Journal. It is significant in that this very 
issue was the first Lorry magazine in 
our Malcolm’s fledgling collection! It 
was also his first lorry manufacturer’s 
‘house magazine’. More significantly, it 
shows a confident Leyland Motors, now 
also controlling the destiny of ScammeLL 
and Albion and furiously busy in export 
markets, with pictures of Lorries and 
buses destined for South Africa, Jamaica, 
Buenos Aires, Delhi, Australia and Canada 
sharing the pages with feature articles 
on the ScammeLL tankers of Bristol- 
based Dutson & Knight, the ALbions of 
Crawfords Biscuits (of cream crackered’ 
fame) and the casual mention that 
British Road Services was now taking 
delivery of‘hundreds’ of new Mouth- 
organ grille Leyland‘Octopus’eight- 
wheelers - as though BRS would be daft 
to buy anything else! The Lead article 
summed the whole mood nicely - 1946 
to 1956 had indeed been a‘Decade 
of Broadening Horizons’for Leyland. 
Arguably - and tragically - by the end 
of the next decade, those horizons had 
already started to wobble. 


crates of bottled beer tend to weigh heavy. 

So in transport terms, these are demanding 
operations requiring a strong, well-built lorry. 

What do we find? Although I'm sure there 
were loads of beer and flour transported by 
lowly Bedfords, Austins and even Fordsons, 
as enthusiasts, initially, we tend to think 
of Sentinel and Foden steamers loaded 
to capacity and painted and signwritten 
in the distinctive liveries of what were to 
become household brands like'Hovis'and 
'Whitbread'. Finding such an association and 
then capitalising on it was at the heart of early 
attempts at'publicity'. And when it was done 
well, this association was so strong, it could 
help keep a manufacturer going through even 
the toughest of times. 

For example, brewers and millers were 
among the last business sectors to change over 
from steam to diesel - many of course having 
already stayed loyal to traction engines and 
trailers after World War I, when other operators 


A CHALLENGE 

The key challenge facing any manufacturer 
then is how to get your'message'across, 
when every other manufacturer is trying to 
do likewise? As we've already seen in previous 
installments of'Publish and be Damned', trade 
magazines were (and still are, in spite of the 
internet) a good start. Out of the two options, 
advertising and editorial, obviously taking 
an advert enables the manufacturer to make 
more direct claims and add in some'corporate 
graphics'- such as the company logo, or maybe 
a'strapline'such as Albion's'Sure as the Sunrise' 
or Guy's'Feathers in our Cap.' 

So far, so good then? Trouble is, advertising 
costs money and in the days of letterpress (the 
process by which most transport magazines 
were printed) getting printing blocks made was 
also a time-consuming business - especially if 
'half-tones'(photographs) were to be featured. 
All this helps explain why so many adverts for 
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Left: One for Matchbox Toys fans. Yes, there 
really was a streamlined, rear-engined 
eight-wheeler produced using Leyland 
running gear. It was designed and built by 
road tank manufacturers,Thompson Brothers 
of Bilston - although ‘why’ is Less clear. Was 
it just a publicity stunt to show superiority 
over rivals Like Butterfields of Shipley? There 
are pictures of it actually on the road, but I 
recall issues regarding safety should it have 
been in a shunt with other lorries on the 
still new Ml - even though there was a ‘roof 
escape hatch’! Maybe it wasn’t revolutionary 
enough? A frame-less design should have 
enabled the tank centre of gravity to be 
Lowered further, but perhaps the biggest 
problem was that, although the excellent 
driver vision was best suited to trunk work, 
the rear transverse engine idea was useless 
for ordinary open bodies that still depended 
on Loading docks.The road tanker market 
was clearly too small to warrant such ideas. 
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lorries and buses were so plain and, in many 
cases,'boring' And why photographs of the 
end product tended to be so small.They were 
expensive. 

So, from that, we can conclude that 
advertising in trade magazines was probably 
best suited to'making a splash'- such as when 
a new model was being launched, or when 
manufacturers wanted their'core customers' 
(not a phrase used at the time, or course) to 
know that the company would be exhibiting 
at an important trade show. So what options 
were there to publicise'the brand'the rest of 
the time? 


Left: Here’s a nice Vintage Roadscene! We’re well into the new decade now and by now, 
Leyland has snaffled-up Standard Triumph. We’re outside Leading Standard Triumph 
dealer Hollingdrake of Stockport, Cheshire (Is the building still there? We’d Love to know 
- Ed) and while this shot is‘real’, the photographer has managed to get a Leyland Titan 
double decker in the foreground to frame the two Leyland Comet-based Carrimore artic 
car transporters operated by‘Progressive Deliveries’of Coventry. There are no‘foreign’ 
vehicles in the picture of course, but a red Thames Trader has just sneaked into shot! The 
new cars being delivered include new Herald saloons, a Herald coupe (as modeled by 
Corgi Toys) together with some of the‘old guard’including a rare Standard 6/8cwt van, a 
couple of‘Ensigns’and a more up-market‘Vanguard Vignale’.ALso in the same issue was 
an article on spine-framed buses of the future,’Devon General’s newAtlanteans (which 
were replacing much prettier AECs) and a road test of the new‘Power Plus’engined 
Octopus, which had a top speed of 60mph fully Loaded. All on 125hp! 

Below: The future’s still bright! What’s this? Full colour advertising at last! By the start of 
the 1960s, Leyland was on a roll - and gaining market share away from other‘traditional’ 
manufacturers of quality heavy Lorries, who would now increasingly either fall by the 
wayside, merge, or be taken over - in some cases Like Guy, ultimately by Leyland. We 
get a hint of how powerful The Leyland Journal has now become - it now has a global 
readership - in that it was designed just Like a ‘proper’trade magazine with feature 
articles, adverts and ‘news’ sections. The arrival of the new LAD-cabbed range (and ‘Power 
Plus’ diesel) gave Leyland a ‘modern’ Look - although we’d still have to wait for tilt cabs. 
Under Donald Stokes, the company was forging ahead on a global level while, at the 
1960 CV show, more than 30 stands had a Leyland Group connection. 
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When looking at various trade magazines. 


it's easy to spot publisher's ploys to drum up 
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Right: Here we are in Scotland. We’re 
underneath the famous Forth Bridge. As 
it’s only 1963, there’s still no road bridge, 
so we’re waiting to cross the river by Ferry. 
Coming off the ferry is an AEC operated by 
Hugh Clelland featuring a‘Four-in-Line’ 
semi-trailer for carrying bulk cement. And 
behind that is a BMC LD van in iconic blue 
and grey‘Lyons Swiss Rolls’ Livery, of the 
type that would be delivering goodies to 
a Lyons Corner House near you. CLeLLand, 
we’re told, was an all-AEC fleet and had 
been a Loyal user since 1929. The new 
Forth road bridge - not shown in the 
picture - would open the following year. 
This issue had a real‘Scottish’flavour to 
coincide with the Kelvin Hall CV show, 
with articles on Russell of Bathgate and 
the Scottish Bus Group.. 


Left and above: London Calling. Where did it all go 
wrong?‘AEC - Builder of London’s buses’went the 
famous advertising slogan.This was so strong, it 
was even used on adverts for AEC Lorries. It’s the 
end of 1961 here and the main feature article in 
this issue of the ‘AEC Gazette’ tells the story of 50 
years of London’s buses, from the K and S Types - 
the successors of‘Ole Bill’, the famous B Type - up 
to the quirky O Type, the famous RTs and ending 
in the Latest Routemaster.There’s nothing in the 
story to hint at the fact that, even though the 
AEC-powered Routemaster was arguably the best 
bus London ever had, it would also be the Last 
double-decker in which AEC would play a part. 

Or that AEC could build anything as useless as 
the Swift. 


further business - for example. The Commercial 
Motor'ran special feature issues such as 
'Municipal Transport; or'Agricultural Transport' 

- to bring in some extra revenue in between 
various trade shows. And because such issues 
tended to be'fat', with lots of extra pages, it is 
in these that we tend to find a greater number 


of'press release'stories to'pad out'editorial 
feature articles prepared by the magazine's own 
staff. 

In the case of The Commercial Motor'and 
'Motor Transport; what tended to be simple 
photo/caption items probably started life as a 
200 to 300 word press release'missive'. Sadly, 



these were often chopped-down and slotted 
into an article on something else entirely. In 
many of the other titles of the day, the whole 
press release might be printed verbatim. 

In all cases, however, while sending in a'Press 
Release'to a magazine editor did not incur a 
direct cost (like an advert did), the flipside was, 
there was no guarantee that what was sent in 
'unsolicited', would be published, complete or 
in part. It might. It might not. It depended on... 
Well, several things;- the relationship with the 
editor and/or publisher, whether the subject of 
the press release was deemed to be sufficiently 
'newsworthy'and, indeed, how many other 
press releases from other manufacturers 
had been sent in for that weekly or monthly 
publication. 

KEEPING IT ALL IN-HOUSE 

So while a canny publicity manager might 
try various tactics to help ensure publication, 
sending out press releases was still a bit'pot 
luck'. In order to get a message across on a more 
regular basis, it would be far better if there was a 
way to ensure a magazine containing all sorts of 
articles on how brilliant your particular product 
was, could be sent directly to all existing and 
potential new customers, personally. 

It would be even more brilliant, if a nicely- 
produced magazine could carry a load of 
other information on the right people for the 
customer to contact and even better if the 
pages weren't full of articles on the products of 
your competition. Welcome to the world of the 
House Magazine! 

If you think, from the above paragraphs, that 
producing a house magazine sounds easy, 
believe me, it ain't. Earlier, we'd identified that 
advertising in trade journals was expensive. It's 
still expensive today, But 40,50 or 60 years ago, 
proportionally, it was even more so. The cost of 
'buying'a full page of space on which to place 
your advert is typically, around £1000 today, 
when a new truck costs say, £60,000. So it's 
worth noting, an advertising page space cost 
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the same back in the days when a new lorry cost £6000! 

Costs were dictated by publishers and if they went 
up, it could make a mess of any well-planned budget 
On the other hand, a house magazine was more or less 
entirely under the control of the manufacturer. The cost 
of having the whole magazine printed was obviously 
going to be considerable, but in the case of the larger 
lorry manufacturers, a clever ploy was to encourage 
'support advertising'from outside suppliers such as 
axles, electrics and other componentry. 

The key reasons manufacturers elected to go for a 


Right: Meanwhile, back in Southall. So how did AEC, 
arch rival to Leyland, compare on the house magazine 
front? Arguably,‘The AEC Gazette’was the better read 
and was a sharper product graphically. Both The 
Leyland Journal and the AEC Gazette went to a Larger 
page format in the mid-1960s, which helped give 
them both a stronger image. Both Leyland and AEC 
had been involved with adventures’overseas and in 
Europe with DAF, Brossell and Pegaso using Leyland 
diesels, and with Willeme in France, OMT in Italy 
and Barreiros in Spain (amongst others) using AEC 
diesels and other components. As well as making for 
interesting articles, this policy should have worked 
in widening the fortunes of both companies but, for 
various reasons, it didn’t. It’s September 1964 now 
and the ‘merger’ (take-over in real Life) with 
Leyland and introduction of the new‘Ergo’ 
are just around the corner. On the cover, this 
Park RoyaL-cabbed AEC Mandator celebrates 
the fact that BRS was now running some 
2000 AEC Lorries’. The fortunes of AEC - and 
BRS - were about to change forever... 

Below: More humour. Cartoons were used 
more widely in promotion than is the 
case today.This great advert by‘Dagenite’ 

(made by a company called Pritchard & 

Gold of Dagenham Dock, Essex), mocked 
the increasing demand for more creature 
comforts’in British Lorries. Ironically - and 
sadly - British manufacturers didn’t take the 
trend seriously, thus opening the door to 
Volvo, Scania and Mercedes, who did. Check 
out the features of this 52 year old ‘joke’ 
cartoon - radio,TV, fridge, reclining seats, 
reading Lamps, countless mirrors and even a 
cooker (microwave wasn’t invented yet) are 
all common fitments today. Only the ‘Friendly 
Thumbs-up Arm’ and ‘Dagenite battery’ didn’t 
make it to reality by 2015! 
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Above left: As the 1960s kicked in,‘The Foden News’ had already got to‘Issue 92’, suggesting that 
even this most conservative of manufacturers was quick to see the value of a ‘House Magazine’ in 
a booming post-war market. But that is not to suggest the idea was a new one; Morris and Bedford 
both had branded club’magazines in the 1930s. From this issue, we Learn that Foden’s‘Mr LV Smith’ 
(overseas technical sales representative) had been on a world tour at the company’s expense, 
Lucky fellow. Foden never won-over the South American market - possibly because ‘Smiffy’was 
side-tracked by the scantily-clad delights of Rio, or more boringly we discover,‘fishing’! He does 
manage to find the time to report that Foden eight-wheelers, hauling trailers, carried Loads of 
up to 36tons on a 900mile round trip and that Fodens were spoken highly of by operator, Senor 
Munoz. His 1946 Fodens had stakeside’ bodies Like that Dinky Toy Leyland Comet. Articles nearer 
home featured an impressive three axle demonstration unit/showroom for tool manufacturer, 
Impregnated Diamond Products, an article on Breedon & Cloud Hill Ouarries and the new refuse 
bulkers ordered by W W Drinkwater. 

Above right: Flying High. It’s April 1963 nowand Foden is doing well. There’s an article on the new 
works extensions, including an impressive new chassis line. We now have colour on the front 
cover of‘The Foden News’and the publication is getting a more professional Look and tone. Some 
things have stayed the same however - this time it’s‘Mr J B Wilson’s’turn to go on a tour - in this 
case down to Australia. On the front cover is a three-axle 13,000 gallon refueller for Air BP, while 
on the back is a picture of the first 12,000 gallon ‘Python’artic refueller (modelled by Budgie Toys) 
for Esso. It is seen at Heathrow, refuelling a new Pan-Am Turbo Jet’. 
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Right 1: A Classy Chassis? ‘Chassis’ was the 
rather odd title of the ERF house magazine. 
Nicely laid out and using modern type 
faces, this 1967 issue features the new ERF 
turntable Ladder chassis designed and built 
by ERF in order to attack the prestigious (but 
notoriously difficult) fire appliance market. 
This unit for The City of Lincoln brigade was 
actually fitted with a Simon Snorkel hydraulic 
platform, but water tender and Ladder units 
would also be built. Cheshire Fire Engineering 
was formed out of the old ERF fire bodyshop 
and Shelvoke & Drewry later attempted to 
take over when ERF gave up the market. 
Inside, we read stories of an overland drive 
to Treviso, Italy, by driver Dennis James, at the 
wheel of his ERF66G. Yes, all that way with a 
plodding old Gardner! Meanwhile, down in 
New Zealand, ERFs were hauling 15ton Loads 
of oysters at up to 50mph over dirt roads, from 
a fishing port to Dunedin. 

Right 2: It’s getting towards the end of 
‘The Swinging Sixties’ now - July 1968 to be 
precise - and ‘Chassis’ is still packed with 
interesting articles including the cover story 
of ERFs being used on Logging operations in 
New Zealand, the new ERF dumptruckand a 
personal message from managing director 
Peter Foden, inviting readers to join him at 
the forthcoming CV show at Earls Court. In his 
comment’ column, Peter wasn’t happy with 
UK government policy towards road transport 
(some things never change!) so it was good to 
see that ERF was doing well in export markets. 
Sadly,‘politics’ had increasingly isolated the 
South Africa and Rhodesian markets, which 
would come as a major blow to ERF. On a 
happier note - or a Louder note’, to be more 
precise - there is an item on the 200hp twin- 
steer Cummins-powered ERF tractor unit 
operated by Lowes of Paddock Wood, Kent. 
Ayear or so after being featured in ‘Chassis’, 
our Malcolm regularly hitched a Lift on it from 
Seven Mile Lane in Kent up to London or, if 
he was Lucky, up the A1 to Letch worth, during 
a brief period when he was without a car to 
get him to work. The soundtrack from the 
Cummins engine and ten-speed David Brown 
box warned of it’s arrival, coming down switch ■ 
back Seven Mile lane, several minutes before 
it came into view! Best of all, this distinctive 
Lorry has been preserved. 



Above and left: Looking Even Better. We now Learn that‘The Foden News’ has an editor - publicity 
manager, C E Pass - and, along with a better quality of colour printing on the cover, we find 
a great article on overnight trunking by Silver Roadways, part of the Tate & Lyle empire. On 
the cover is one of the new-Look Foden eight Leggers with trendy‘Cibie’ headlamps for Ensign 
Tankers, while inside there are pictures of the Latest bulk sugar tankers and another article on 
haulier F & F Robinson (Stockton-on-Tees) Ltd. 


house magazine, then? Prestige, obviously. 
Having 'an organ'that was entirely under 
your control and which could be used to 
send out your sales'message'without risk of 
dilution or competition, was another factor. 

A good house magazine was also a bit like 
a club magazine, in that it helped promote 
brand loyalty amongst existing customers 
with regular features on new deliveries. And 
to a lesser extent, back in those pre-internet 
days, a personally-addressed brown envelope, 
containing a glossy magazine, was a good way 
to keep customers in-touch with wider service 
and maintenance topics. 

If we look at the House Magazines of some 
of the best'quality brands'like Leyland, AEC, 
Foden and ERF, similar ads from suppliers 
such as Clayton Dewandre tend to crop up 


in several of them - sometimes featuring 
the specific brand to each manufacturer, 
sometimes with an 'airbrushed' image of a 
generic lorry that could be anything. In others, 
a more lighthearted cartoon-based message 
was often used. Interestingly, some of the best 
adverts of any given period in road transport 
history do not appear in 'The Commercial 
Motor', or'Motor Transport', but in lorry 
manufacturers'own house magazines. 

Which to me, makes them even more worth 
collecting. 


* Next time, Malcolm takes a look at 
the House Magazines of some more 
premium brands, as well as some other 
favourites. 
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Mike Forbes has selected some 
pictures of interesting vans of 
the past from the Chris Hodge 
'Stilltime' Collection. 


Above: Here we have the Standard 6 cwt van, 
which was based on the Standard 10 car, 
seen on the company’s stand at the 1958 
commercial vehicle show at Earls Court. 

With a 947cc overhead valve engine, four- 
speed gearbox and a roomy body, this was 
an attractive alternative to the offerings 
from BMC and Ford at the time, but did not 
have the same impact on the market.That’s 
probably the rarer pick-up version under the 
plastic to the right, while behind is a van 
based on the Standard Ensign estate car, 
which doesn’t seem to have made it onto the 
market at all. (CHC aaz404) 

Left: Last time, we included a picture 
of a Commer FCvan out on the road on 
test, shortly after the model’s launch. It 
later became known as the PA, PB, Dodge 
‘Spacevan’ (or just ‘Pig’, according to some), 
over an amazingly Long time in production, 
thanks partly to Post Office Telephones 
orders. This style of van, with a square¬ 
shaped coachbuilt body, rather than the 
standard panel van, was popular with the 
Likes of bakers, for whom this style of body 
eased the Loading of trays of bread or cakes 
on an internal framework. (CHC aba036) 


I 

selection of van pictures; doesn't time fly? 

There are probably more businesses which 
make use of a van in some way than those 
which don't. Vans are useful for fetching 
and carrying, especially small or urgent 
collections and deliveries of parcels, whether 
or not this is the nature of the business, 
as well as service vans for a fleet of bigger 
vehicles or the maintenance staff of the 
works. Unless the boss isn't bothered about 
what happens to the upholstery of his car, a 
van is more or less a must. 

Even as private individuals, we sometimes 
resort to hiring a van, when somebody says: 
"Can you just..."and it involves something 
big, even if we run an estate car as a matter 
of course. I ought to look up the SMMT 
figures or something, but I'd be prepared to 


could say:"Back by popular request..." 
as several readers have asked for more 
pictures of light vans. My heading is also 
very much to the point, as it is nearly 
three vears since I last out toaether a 
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bet that light vans have always made up a 
larger proportion of the traffic on our roads 
than we would expect. 

There's an interesting selection here, 
mainly from the 1950s and '60s, with a 
few older and younger - and I've probably 
only skimmed the surface of what there 
is available in the Stilltime archive. Given 
that the pictures were originally taken for 
Commercial Motor, most are of vehicles 
at shows or on road tests. Even then, the 
humble service van tended to be overlooked 
when a journalist visited an operator for an 
article. 

Like myself, I expect many readers will have 
driven many different vans, whether their 
own or other peoples', during their driving 
careers, with memories both happy and 
otherwise. At one time, these would usually 
be the first commercials in which young 
drivers would be let loose - remember? 

At the same time, there used to be more 
of a demarcation between'car-derived vans' 
and 'panel vans' and 'light trucks'. It is now 50 
years since the Ford Transit began to change 
all that - or has it? Perhaps all the different 
sectors are still there, but with so many 
similar-looking vehicles on the road these 
days, I just haven't noticed. I have to admit 
that, until a vehicle becomes old enough to 
stand out from the crowd, it's generally just 
another one that's'in the way'. Too much of 
a confession? Maybe. 

So here are a number of light vehicles, 
vans, the odd minibus and a couple of pick¬ 
ups, to jog those memories. Why not write 
and let us know if you have any interesting 
or amusing stories involving vehicles like 
these? 


nunc* uWGi 


Above left: The Layout of the Morris J2 was rather Like the Commer FC, slightly set-back narrow front axle, engine between the seats and so on. In fact, the 
J2 and its Austin equivalent the 152 Omnivan, preceded the Commer onto the market by four years, appearing in 1956. This one, again at the 1958 show, 
was a chassis-cab, fitted with coachbuilt van bodywork, which incorporated a tank for the pink paraffin - which was a major competitor for‘Esso Blue’ - 
used by many for home-heating purposes. Having delivered five gallon drums of the stuff on a trade bike in my teens, I would have considered a van like 
this a Luxury, if I’d been old enough to drive. There was no doubt also space in here for the delivery of items of ironmongery as well, in those pre-B&O’ 
and ‘Homebase’ days. (CHC aba227) Above right: Seen in the showroom before it was registered and took up its duties in the Late 1950s, this was the ‘Kenex 
Roadmaster Demonstration Coach’, a 12-seater minibus, based on the Austin 152 version of the BMC J2 van. (CHC abc457) 
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Right: Here’s something a Little different, 
a Fiat 500‘TopoLino’van from Late 1937. 

The front-engined, water-cooled Fiat 500 
was produced from 1936 to 1955 in Italy 
and other countries. The van version was 
originally fitted with only one seat. This was 
probably an early example, brought to the 
UK as a demonstrator. There were already a 
number of small vans on the market from 
Austin, Morris, Ford and others, so the Fiat 
was going to remain a rarity here. (CHC 
aba092) 


Left: Compare the grille on this Later Commer, 
a pick-up rather than a van, pictured in the 
car park behind the CM offices before a road 
test. This was a Mk VI from around 1956, 
rather than the earlier Mk III, with a 1265cc 
overhead-valve engine, compared with the 
earlier 1184cc side-valve. As usual, the Light 
commercials followed on as the saloon car 
versions were updated. (CHC abd540) 

Below: This Commer Express 8-10 cwt 
delivery van, LYP 849 (London, early 1952) is 
seen in the Livery of ToLLemache’s Breweries, 
based in Walthamstow, before the merger 
with the Cobbold brewery of Ipswich in 1957. 
The Commer has the early style of grille, 
with no surround. Notice the ‘C’ Licence 
prominently displayed in the windscreen, 
required even for this small commercial 
vehicle. (CHCaba614) 



TOLLEMtfKS 
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Right: This one’s especially for Dinky Toys 
collectors - remember the controversy 
over the size of the real streamlined tanker 
model? Well, it used the same cab as this 
1951 model Studebaker step-side pick-up, 
seen at the 1950 Earls Court show, with a 
Dennis coach for a South Wales operator 
behind it, which spearheaded the American 
company’s attempt on the UK market. A 
similar vehicle can be seen on HCVS runs 
these days, but this manufacturer never 
enjoyed a lot of success in this country. 
(CHCaba303) 


Left: Part of the Fordson ET6 and later 
Thames 4D range, sometimes known as the 
504E, was this type of 2 ton payload integral 
panel van. It used the usual bonnet/front 
wing and windscreen assemblies, with a 
streamlined integral van body, incorporating 
sliding driver’s and passenger’s doors. 

This type of vehicle was quite popular 
with many fleets for delivery work, with 
this standard type or bespoke bodywork 
to a similar outline. This one, 84 FBH 
(Buckinghamshire, 1958), was used by Brazil’s, 
makers of sausages and pies, which had its 
headquarters in Amersham.The driver is off 
to deliver his tray of meat products, having 
parked outside a bomb site, the remains of 
‘Bradley’s Buildings’. I’m not sure whether one 
of these vans has survived into preservation. 
It would be nice to see one again, but the 
timber-framed, steel-panelled bodies seem 
not to have stood up well to the passage of 
time. (CHC abbl05) 



Above: Yes, this Goliath GD750 three-wheeler, built in Germany during the 1950s, by part of the Borgward Group, was on a road test in the UK. With an 
in-line two-cylinder, two-stroke, water-cooled transverse engine, it provided surprisingly good performance, and these rather minimalist vehicles, along 
with many other small passenger vehicles, helped mobilise West Germany in the early post-war years, but they failed to catch on over here, especially 
the commercials. (CHC abb238) 
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1: The Austin A40 pick-up, Like the van also 
based on the Austin A40 Devon saloon, was 
a popular and attractive vehicle with many 
different users in the 1950s and’60s, with 
its rather American-inspired Looks. This 
one, OOA 681 (Birmingham, 1954) complete 
with a canvas tilt over the pick-up body 
behind the separate cab, was in the mixed 
fleet of Saville Tractors of Stratford-upon- 
Avon. (CHC abb536) 

2: The Austin A50 van, which replaced the 
A40, was introduced in 1956, based on 
the Austin Cambridge saloon version. It 
was updated to some extent when the 
A55 version was introduced a couple of 
years Later, but only the panels around 
the grille changed significantly, after 
the Farina-designed A55 Mk II then A60 
saloons replaced this. The van, eventually 
re-badged as the Morris half-ton, and 
pick-up remained available until 1974, so 
there are plenty of remaining examples to 
be seen.This A50 van, 7723 YG, dating from 
1961, was in the fleet of Thornber Brothers, 
a supplier of chicks based in the Calder 
Valley. (CHC abc383) 



3: The Volkswagen Type 2 van is well- 
known these days and there are many still 
around. Back in 1953, when OLD 45 was 
new and being road tested, it would have 
been an unusual sight. Here the early no¬ 
frills VW van is pulling away from outside 
a parade of old-fashioned Looking shops, 
somewhere in the suburbs, between an 
Austin A40 estate car and a pre-war Morris 
10 saloon. (CHC abcl22) 

4: It Looks as if they are making a bit of 
a last-minute check of the tracking on 
this 1951 Coventry-registered Standard 
Vanguard Phase 112 cwtvan from the 
Ferguson Tractors service fleet, before it 
takes part in a Midlands heat of the Lorry 
Driver of the Year competition, along with 
a Later version with the Phase II grille 
behind. (CHCabc430) 
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Above: abc512 

‘Elf’n’ Safety’ inspectors Look away now! This Morris LD 30cwt van - the version with the higher and more curved roof than the one-tonner - RAD 407 
(Gloucestershire, 1955), in the fleet of Stroud Rural District Council, was in use in connection with council house maintenance. As the driver and his mate 
are putting their Ladder on the roof, I’m not too sure about the man at the back, but standing on that tiny Ledge below the windscreen... Those were the 
days. (CHC abc512) 

Below: As well as the better-remembered Commer BF 20-30 cwt forward control vans, the company also offered this type of normal control 25 cwt van - 
and pick-up and dropside versions - often known as the Mk IV Superpoise. It was probably more popular in export markets, but some were sold in the 
UK, probably helped by success in this road test. (CHC abd423) 








Right: Here’s an idea which deserved to catch 
on, but didn’t. This Trojan, seen on test with 
Croydon trade plates, 339 VB, has been made 
into a ‘mini-artic’, with a drop-frame van 
trailer. With its little Perkins P3 three-cylinder 
diesel engine, it was probably somewhat 
under-powered, but would surely have made 
a worthy competitor to the Scammell Scarab 
for urban collection and delivery work, if it 
had been developed further? (CHC abd660) 


Left: In contrast with the Tojan artic, here’s 
a vehicle which was deservedly popular 
for many years. The Ford Thames 15 cwt 
version of the 400E range (remember 
David Hayward’s series in VRS about all the 
different versions?) was probably about as 
good as it got at the end of the 1950s, in 
spite of a three-speed column change and 
questionable road-holding when unladen, 
with the engine and driver ahead of the front 
wheels. This early example, 3648 HK (Essex, 
end of 1957) was on test in Farringdon Road 
under the trolleybus wires, followed by a 
drophead Morris Minor, with a Ford 504E,a 
300E and its predecessor E84W just visible 
in the background, plus a British Railways 
Karrier Gamecock and a Morris JB. (CHC 
abd894) 



Above: Another design which remained on the market for many years was the Commer‘Walk-Thru’, latterly badged as a Dodge in the 1970s. This 
early 1960s 2-tonner, with twin rear wheels, was on test on what looks as if it could have been the Ml - a bit different today - on Bedfordshire trade 
plates, from the Rootes Group Dunstable commercial vehicle factory. The extra fuel tank bolted to the front bumper was for ecnonomy testing. Such 
a vulnerable position would not be acceptable today. Once you could hardly drive along any street without encountering an example of this type of 
vehicle, but when did you last see one? (CHC abe767) 
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1: No prizes for guessing this was a Ford 
ModeLTvan.lt was photographed taking 
part in an early HCVC event at the AEC works 
in Southall around 1960, so it was an early 
restored vehicle in more ways than one. 
Registered DL 3304, it carries the name 
of Cheverton Ltd, the main Ford dealer in 
Newport, Isle of Wight. Those lads in their 
short trousers are probably grandfathers now. 
Wonder if this event prompted any of them 
to join the preservation movement? (CHC 
abf302) 


2: A Morris half-ton pick-up, based on the MO 
model, UJO 723 (Oxford 1953), seen on test. 
This is surprising, as by then, the later egg- 
box-style grille had already appeared and 
the new Series II Oxford would be introduced 
just a year later, so this one with the earlier 
grille, which went with the 1476cc side-valve 
engine, rather than the ohv‘B’ Series, was a 
bit of a throw-back. The attractive styling of 
the MO was very similar to the smaller Morris 
Minor, which was to endure for many more 
years. (CHCabe525) 


3: You have to ask what they were thinking 
about, stopping this vehicle like this for a 
picture on a busy three-lane highway, even 
in the late 1940s! That Austin 8 on the other 
side is about to overtake a small Lorry, as 
the Standard car approaching is about to 
pull out past our van... This was a very early 
example of the Austin K8 ‘Three-way’van, on 
Birmingham trade plates, and it Looks as if it 
was still in primer, when it was photographed 
and road tested for CM when the model was 
introduced in 1948. It was a revolutionary 
design in many ways, but still constructed in 
a traditional way. (CHC abf705) 


4: Coming up-to-date to some extent, here 
is the Bedford CF in what was probably its 
Last appearance at a show, at the NEC in 
1984. This is the CF2, with its up-dated grille 
and Opel-based engine, with a twin-rear 
wheel CF350 to the fore (previously the 35 
cwt version), next to a battery-powered CF 
Electric (another type which never made it 
commercially) and a pick-up version. The 
good old CF did its best for Bedford against 
the Transit, but was completely eclipsed a 
year Later, when Ford’s market-leader was 
completely re-vamped, just as the Bedford 
marque was consigned to history. (CHC 
abg717) 
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Scenes 

Past 


CONFESSIONS OF A 
TROLLEYBUS ENTHUSIAST 


John Greeves has talked to Steve Phillips about the trolleybuses which used to run in his home city of Card iff. 


C hildhood in the 1950s and 
early '60s was very different 
from today. Life centred around 
the seasons with activities like 
conkers, marbles, cigarette cards, 
den-building, tree-climbing and a penny for 
the guy punctuating the passing of each year. 
Children in those days were great collectors 
and would amass anything from bottle tops 
to locomotive numbers. For Steve Phillips, 
a passion for trolleybuses and buses soon 
dominated his early life. "I can't remember a 
time when I wasn't interested in trolleybuses 
or buses from the time I was one, two or three 
years old," he says. He can still picture the 
number 3 trolleybus zooming past, while his 
mother wheeled his pram along Albany Road 
in Cardiff. 

In the pre-war years, the trolleybus was 
hailed as the vehicle of the future and, 
throughout the country, new systems were 
opened, mainly to replace tramway systems. 
Cardiff entered the race late and was the last 
but one to commence a trolleybus operation - 

Right: Fleet no 207, one of the first trolleybuses 
delivered to Cardiff during the war, could 
be decorated with Christmas lights on the 
outside, thanks to its 7ft 6 ins overall width. 




Above: Numerically the last of the wartime delivery, fleet no 210 is seen later in life at the depot, 
possibly after withdrawal. 


Glasgow being the last. 

There were several difficulties facing the 
development of a trolleybus system in 
Cardiff, owing to the numerous low bridges 
throughout the city, which had previously 
necessitated specially-designed low-height 
trams. However, trolleybuses were considered 
faster and smoother in operation and, at the 
time, ran on city-generated electricity and had 
an estimated lifespan often years, compared 
with eight for a motorbus of that period. 

The first trolleybuses operated in the city on 
1 st March 1942, between Wood Street and 
Clarence Road, their introduction having been 
delayed by the outbreak of the war. These 
trolleybuses, fleet nos 201 to 210, had AEC 
chassis, with bodies built by Northern Counties 
Motor and Engineering Co. With a height of 
15 feet and weighing 9 tons 8 cwt 1 qr, they 
were 30 feet in length, with a width of 7 foot 5 
inches. Trolleybuses 201 to 210 were the only 
ones to be fitted out with Christmas lights after 
the war ended, as later trolleybuses were wider 
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and would exceed the maximum permissible 
width with lighting fitted. 

Back in 1942,when the first trolleybuses 
appeared in Cardiff, many war-torn 
municipalities or companies expected to 
receive'Utility'vehicles, pared down to the 
bare essentials to assist the war effort. "Think 
slatted wooden seats and a very square 
design with no frills," says Steve, but these 
were entirely different. Given War Department 
exemption, they were completed to a pre-war 
standard, "having polished timber, moquette 
seats, inside bevelled glass mirrors, these were 
really quite superb.'"The only difference was 
the exterior matt grey finish, rather than the 
traditional crimson and cream livery, long 
associated with Cardiff trolleybuses and buses. 

A flat'pay-as-you-enter'system operated 
for almost a decade in Cardiff. For a penny 
you could travel to any destination. While 
fares increased in other cities, those in Cardiff 
actually fell, so for a penny in 1940 you 
travelled .92 miles, but in 1946 this had risen to 
2.38 miles. In 1946,200,000 copper coins were 
counted each day and, to avoid overloading 
their coffers, were distributed to several banks. 
The 1 d flat rate was eventually abandoned for 
stepped fares in 1950. 



Post-war Trolleybuses 

The 1948 to 1950 trolleybuses delivered to 
Cardiff had BUT 9641T chassis (British United 
Traction - BUT - was a company jointly owned 
by the Associated Equipment Company - AEC 
- and Leyland Motors, which produced railway 
equipment and trolleybuses, established in 
1946); with electrical equipment by General 
Electric Co; and bodies from East Lancashire 
Coach builders Ltd or the associated Bruce 


Coachbuilders of Cardiff, on East Lancs frames: 
length 30ft; width 8 ft; height 15ft; Weight: 

10ton 3cwt 2Qr GEC Electrical Equipment. 

The early post-war years would see the 
greatest growth in the six-wheeled Cardiff 
trolleybus fleet. Numbers 211 -230 and 
254-274 were 67 seaters, delivered between 
1948 and 1950. They were different from 
their predecessors and had a special design 



developed for Cardiff by the then Chief 
Engineer, WJ Evans. 

These new post-war trolleybuses for Cardiff 
were six-wheelers, manufactured by the British 
Traction Company, 30 feet long, 8 feet wide, 
and a bit lower than normal ones to get under 
bridges. What made them special were the 
bodies, which had a rear entrance/front exit 
layout and twin staircases. The rear staircase 
was in the normal position for rear entrance 
vehicles, while the front stairways were at the 
front nearside commencing above the driver's 
head. 

On the open rear platform was a little seat 
for the conductor, who supervised passengers 
boarding and made sure their penny went 
into the collection machine. The sliding door 
at the front was controlled by the driver and 
used by passengers leaving the bus.These 
specially designed trolleybuses with the extra 
entrances must have been very expensive to 
build and, with a rise in the flat fare to 1 Vid, 
proving too difficult to administer, the whole 
system was abandoned in 1950, in favour 
of a fully conductor-operated system."! can 
definitely remember,"Steve tells me, "alighting 
from trolleys on Newport Road as a young 
child, using the front door, until they were 
panelled over in 1954, but still leaving the two 
staircases. This was great for schoolboys who 
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Left: Fleet no 214, was a BUT, built in 1948, 
with East Lancashire bodywork, seen with 
others of the batch. 
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Right: The author’s favourite type of bus, an 
AEC Regent III, with bodywork by Weymann 
of Addlestone, in the South Wales fleet, seen 
in Cardiff. 

wanted to dodge the fare. When they heard 
the conductor coming up the rear stairs, they 
just went down at the front" 

Parade of the Doodlebugs 
(231 to 237) 

Wartime shortages continued after the war 
ended. Up to 1953, sweets, eggs, cream, butter, 
cheese and cooking fat were all rationed. 

In 1946, seven former Pontypridd Urban 
District Council Department single-decker 
trolleybuses, surplus to requirements, were 
purchased by Cardiff, to serve as a'stop-gap' 
on the Bute Street service, where low bridges 
abounded. 

Their chassis and electrical equipment was 
English Electric Company SD6WTB; bodies 
were English Electric Company B32C: length 
30ft; width 7ft 6ins; weight 7tons 12cwt; height 
lift. 

Although built in the 1930s, these ancient 
trolleybuses, many still painted in matt grey, 
performed a useful job in relieving post-war 
shortages. With a maximum speed of 18mph 
and a rather shabby appearance, they soon 
earned the nickname of'Doddlebug'.These 
vehicles lasted only briefly with Cardiff and 
were gone in 1950, the same year the last tram 
ran in the city. 

Doodlebug Replacements 
(238 to 242) 


Six new single-deckers, with BUT 9641T chassis, 
electrical equipment from General Electric Co; 
and bodies by East Lancashire Coachbuilders 



Above: Steve Phillips, about six or seven years 
old, with a Daimler Freeline of Western Welsh 
Omnibus Co in Cardiff. 


Ltd; B38D, length 30ft; width 8ft; soon replaced 
the dilapidated ex-Pontypridd trolleybuses and 
operated on the same route. 

Their chassis were almost identical to the 
double-deckers and their bodies a scaled down 
version. They had a a rear entrance/front exit 
layout to facilitate the PAYE (pay as you enter) 
system, which was abandoned like the double- 
deckers. The front exit door was soon panelled 
over leaving, as Steve says: "quite a bit of egg 
on the face of someone."These operated on 
the Bute Street Service until 1964 and inherited 
the unfortunate nickname of'Doodlebug'from 
their predecessors. 


The Depots 

In the early days there were two depots in 
Cardiff, even numbered vehicles (214,216 and 
so on) were based at Clare Road depot, with 
odd numbered vehicles at Roath depot. Clare 
Road had a full capacity of 40 to 50 trolleybuses 
and workshop facilities, but the Roath Depot 
still undertook the heavy overhaul of buses and 
trolleybuses. On 25th October 1953, Clare Road 
Depot was closed as an economy measure, 
and all its vehicles transferred to Roath and the 
former facility used to house the city council's 
cleansing vehicles. Steve recalls:"The Roath 
trolleybus depot was out on Newport Road, 
which was about a ten minute bike ride from 
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The Final Batch 275 to 287 

The last trolleybuses deliverd to Cardif were 
BUT 9641T chassis, with electrical equipment 
by General Electric Co, and bodies from East 
Lancashire Coachbuilders Ltd; H72R; length 30 
ft; width 8ft; height 15 ft; weight 9 ton 17cwt. 
Times were changing. Harold Macmillan's 


Above: One of Cardiff’s single-deckers seen now it is undergoing complete restoration. 


of the remaining trolleybuses. Steve was only 
a young lad at the time. "If I shut my eyes now, 

I can still see them. All down the left hand side 
of the depot, parked in a neat line, and not yet 
in service... a beautiful row of brand-new trolley 
buses. I was absolutely captivated. These were 
special trolleybuses, fleet numbers 275 to 287, 
beautiful new six-wheelers, with all-metal East 
Lancashire bodies, with only one staircase, no 
front exit, and actually looking very modern 
indeed. Anyway, there they were in the depot, 
brand spanking new and just drop dead 
gorgeous, each one 9 tons and 17cwt of pure 
joy." 

One on its own - 243 

Again with a BUT 9641T chassis, electrical 
equipment from General Electric Co, body 


where I lived, so I used to go out there on a 
summer's evening to see them coming in." 

As for recording them, Steve used a very basic 
'Brownie'camera he had bought for sixpence 
at a jumble sale. "When I bought it I didn't 
even know if it would work. I put film in it, 
took my eight pictures and took the film to the 
chemist."Today, Steve has books and books of 
photographs, which signpost his everlasting 
passion. 


famous declaration that'most people have 
never had it so good'came in July 1957, at 
a time when the country was riding on the 
post-war economic boom. In Cardiff, doubts 
grew even earlier on concerning the viability 
and efficacy of the trolleybus, as a long term 
solution to the transport needs of the city. On 
November 6th 1952, the finance committee 
held a special meeting to discuss the future of 
trolleybus operations. 

Cardiff was still committed to the purchase 
of 20 more trolleybuses from British United 
Traction and East Lancashire Coachbuilders, 
which were outstanding from the original 
order. The manufacturers were happy to 
provide new motor buses instead, but 
unfortunately, the corporation had all the 
electric motors and other electrical equipment, 
which had already been bought, stored at 
Roath depot, which tied up considerable 
money. 

Attempts to sell the equipment were 
unsuccessful and, in February 1953, the full 
council decided to go ahead with the purchase 



Above: Dennis Dart, fleet no 12, in the more recent livery adopted for Cardiff’s buses. 
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Above: Volvo Ailsa, fleet no 13, demonstrates 
the previous orange and white colour scheme 
as it speeds past the camera. 

from East Lancashire Coachbuilders Ltd; B40R; 
length 30ft; width 8ft, this single-decker was 
the last trolleybus to be built for service in 
Cardiff. Like the last batch of double-deckers, 
the front exit was omitted, increasing the 
seating to 40. It has the distinction of being 
the last three-axle single-deck trolley built for 
service in Britain. 

Death knell of the trolleybuses 



In the crimson lake (maroon) and cream 
livery, the trolleybuses, once such a familiar 
sight around Cardiff, ceased to operate on 
the 11 th January 1970. By the standards of 
various other trolleybus systems in the United 
Kingdom at the time, the Cardiff system was 
a medium-sized one, with a total of 14 routes 
and a maximum fleet of 79 trolleybuses. 

Four of the former Cardiff trolleybuses are 
now preserved, 262 and 243 (single decker) are 



Above: The attractive Cardiif crimson lake’ 
and cream livery is seen on a preserved 1963 
AEC Regent V with East Lancs double-deck 
bodywork. 


Above: Steve Phillips with the number plate 
from the first Cardiff trolleybus, which he 
obtained’as a 14 year old. 

at the Cardiff & South Wales Trolleybus Project 
in East Cardiff, 215 is at the National Museum 
of Wales, Nantygarw and 203 is in England, 
at the Trolleybus Museum at Sandtoft, 
Lincolnshire. 

Steve remembers as a fourteen year old 
seeing 201, the first ever trolleybus, lined up 
outside the depot in the scrap line. It was a sad 
sight."I can still recall,"says Steve,"as a fourteen 
year old, asking someone if I could have the 
front number plate (CKG 191) as a souvenir." 
The person hummed and hawed, then said: 
"Come back tomorrow evening and I'll see 
what I can do."The following evening Steve 
returned and had a long brown-paper package 
thrust into his hands. He was told to get out 
of the depot quickly on his bike. According to 
Steve: "Cardiff Corporation had the number 
plate for twenty three years, and I've looked 
after it for 50 years, so after all this time, I don't 
expect them to ask for it back," he confesses. 


Links: 

Cardiff and South Wales Trolleybus Project 
http://www.cardiff-trolleybus.org. 
Trolleybus Museum Sandtoft 
http://www.sandtoft.org.uk 


Cardiff Bus (Bws Caerdydd) 

This is still the dominant bus service in 
Cardiff today, in spite of incursions by 
various independent companies. Cardiff 
Bus is owned by by Cardiff Council and 
like its neighbour, Newport, is one of the 
few municipal bus companies remaining 
in council ownership. Horse drawn trams 
had been run in the city since 1845 and by 
the Cardiff Tramway Company since 1875. 
This company was, in turn, taken over 
by Cardiff Corporation, which wanted to 
introduce electric powered trams. 

These trams first appeared in the city in 
1902 and, by 1927, Cardiff Corporation 
had extended the electric tramway system 
to include a fleet comprising of 141 single 
and double decker trams. The trams 
survived until 1950, when routes were 
gradually superseded by trolleybuses or 
motor buses, which had been introduced 
to other routes from 1920. They had 
open top decks and were not fitted with 
pneumatic tyres until 1924. Bus services 
were often designed as'feeders'from tram 
termini to outlying areas. 

The first trolleybuses were introduced in 
1942, with the intention to replace some 
of the tramway routes. Over the years, 
more a more of the routes were replaced 
by trolleybuses. Early plans were to extend 
the trolleybus system itself, but the only 
trolleybus extension following the war 
was to the Ely route. By 1961, a decision 
was made to replace all the trolleybuses 
with motor buses and this was completed 
by 1970. 

The last trolleybus ran between Green 
Farm Road and Roath Depot, bringing to 
an end 68 years of electric traction on the 
streets of Cardiff. Like other municipalities 
passenger numbers continued to drop 
in the city, from 105 million in 1948/49 
to 45 million between 1964 and 1973. 
Today Cardiff has a turnover of £27 
million, employs about 720 people and 
carries around 100,000 passengers on 
an average weekday. The current fleet is 
composed of 232, vehicles all low-floor 
buses. 

Although the predominant colour of 
Cardiff buses is now blue, the original 
branding of the entire tram, trolleybus 
and early motor bus operations until the 
1970s was crimson and cream. This then 
changed to orange with cream lining, 
through the 1970s and '80s. However, 
since the 1990s, the dominant colouring 
has been green, first with cream lining 
and, since the introduction of modern 
wrapping, a return to orange as well. 
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How RESTORE Works 


Every vehicle's engine wears out 
as a result of friction during normal 
operation. This friction causes 
wear of the cylinder walls which 
leads to compression loss. 

Lost compression results in your 
engine having less power 
- it runs poorly and has sluggish 
acceleration. It also can cause 
increased oil burning, exhaust 
smoking, and poor fuel economy. 

RESTORE Engine Restorer & Lubricant 

is a unique engine additive that 
repairs those wom-out areas in 
the cylinder wall thereby restoring 
cylinder compression and 
improving engine performance 
to nearly new original condition. 

RESTORE is the only product 

that contains the proprietary 
CSL formula. This technologically 
advanced formulation has the 
unique mechanical and chemical 
properties that fill in and seal 
micro-leaks in the cylinder wall. 
The result is increased engine 
compression and more engine 
power. 


CSL particles 400X 


Special Offer 


V RESTORE 






Wear causes scratches 
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ENGINE 
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TOkat 3 New 


Mike Forbes discusses some new model releases which 
will be of interest to Vintage Roadscene readers. 


Oxford Diecast 

Oxford has become the most prolific in terms 
of new releases these days, with a constant 
stream of new models appearing regularly in 
all its different ranges. They are also affordable 
- although concentration on the smaller scales 
does not suit all collectors - unlike some of 
the products in other ranges, which have also 
neglected classic vehicles somewhat of late. 

The main scale used by Oxford is 1/76 
which, of course, ties in nicely with Wgauge 
model railways, giving a wider market to 
the models. With cars, vans, public service 
vehicles, commercials, fire engines, military and 
fairground vehicles (have I left any ranges out?) 
there is certainly a wide choice of models from 
Oxford. 

Starting with the commercials in the various 
ranges, recent releases include the Army Fire 
Service Bedford QLD, while the latest version 
of the Austin ATV looks good in AFS green and, 
of course, there is the impressive Diamond T 


tank transporter in Western Desert camouflage 
or Charles Thurston fairground colours. The 
modern Ford Transit connect van has appeared 
in Royal Mail livery, too. 

On the way are the AEC Matador Army 
wrecker and Roberts Bros Circus version with 
trailer, Civil Defense Bedford OY van, Bedford 
CA Wall's ice cream van, new army versions of 
the CMP and Bedford MWD covered lorries, 
DAF 2800 artic tipper in Alfred Hymas livery, 
Leyland Daf 85, Scania Topline draw-bar and 
Scania car transporter in Stobart colours, Ford 
Cargo box van of Harris's Amusements, Ford 
400E van and mini-bus, Land Rover Series 1 
109in and Series 2 hardtop and Morris J van in 
various British Railways colour schemes, and 
Land Rover Series 1 88in in REME livery, Ford 
Transits, including 50th Anniversary set of Mk 
I, Mk 3 and Mk 5, ERF LV artic with platform 
trailer in Stobart and Carnation colours, Scania 
110 with the same trailer in the attractive 
James McBride livery, Scammell Highwayman 



low-loader in London Brick livery, Silcock Bros 
Scammell Pioneer tractor, Austin Tilly in Bomb 
Disposal and RAF blue, plus new AA and burger 
trailers. 

The latest version of the Dennis RS fire engine 
is in the St John Rescue Corps, Malta colour 
scheme, with the Dennis F8 in West Sussex 
silver and yellow, Land Rover FT6 Carmichael in 
more liveries and a Thornycroft Nubian airport 
tender on the way. 

New farm models to come are the Massey 
Ferguson 135 tractor with cab in red and in 
yellow, plus new colours on the farm trailers. 

Recent PSV releases include the Plaxton 
Panorama 1 coach in Southdown and Flights 
of Birmingham livery, with Cotters of Glasgow 
to come, along with the Duple Roadmaster in 
Belle View Coaches, Manchester, Lough Swilly 
and North Western liveries, Bedford OWB 
of MacBraynes, Weymann Fanfare in Neath 
& Cardiff and Barton colours, following the 
Southdown and Triumph Coaches versions, 
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plus the Leyland PD2 double-decker in 
Maidstone & District livery. 

The Fowler Showmans engine, Anderton & 
Rowlands lion', and the special Great Dorset 
Steam Fair model, S J Wharton's'Supreme', are 
both available now, with the Fowler steam 
roller/Patricia B'to come. A Komatsu PC340 
back-hoe (like the Atlas Stobart model, but 
with a shorter arm) is also on the way. 

The latest 1/76 scale car models include the 
diminutive Messerschmitt KR200 bubble car in 
red, following the large 1/18 scale version, the 
Austin 7 RN saloon and van, with more colours 
and liveries to come to come, plus the Austin 
1300GT in orange, Ford Capri Mk III in Caspian 
Blue, Nissan Qashquai, Standard Vanguard, RAF 
Nicosia, Volvo Amazon and several other cars in 
additional colours. 

In the tiny 1/148 or'N'scale,the latest releases 
include a tiny army Austin Tilly and AA motor¬ 
cycle combination, with an RAC version to 
follow, and the Commer Commando in RAF 
livery, with a BOAC version to follow. Also 
on their way are an AEC Matador wrecker in 
Pickfords colours, a Ribble Leyland Royal Tiger 
coach,Stobart and West Sussex Fire Brigade 
modern Transits, an army Bedford MWD and an 


OWB bus in British Railways livery. 

In the larger 1 /43 scale, there are a number 
of new car models, including the Austin 
Healey 100 BN1, in blue with the hood up, with 
versions with an open cockpit and tonneau 
cover to follow soon, the Jaguar E Type VI2 
coupe, in Regency Red, as well as yellow or 
blue, the Lotus Elan 2 in Bahama Yellow and 


the Datsun 240Z in red, with a yellow version 
to follow, along with the Aston Martin DB2 and 
DB9, more Austin 7s, Bentley Mk Vi in two-tone 
green, Daimler SP250 in red, to follow the 
recent black police version, the Jaguar XK150 
coupe, as Donald Campbell's metallic blue car, 
Jensen Interceptor in green, Post Office and 
bronze green canvas-topped Land Rover 88in. 

Plenty there to please all sorts of collectors. 
The Oxford diecast catalogue is alwasy 
interesting and there's always the Collectors 
Club, see www.oxforddiecast.co.uk for details. 

B-T Models and Britbus 

Several versions of the new 1/76 scale Bristol 
MW single-decker from B-T Models, have 
already been released, with more to come. 

The problem with the overall height of the 
first releases in Eastern Counties and Crosville 
colours has been corrected, with the red bus 
and red and cream 'dual-purpose'Wilts & 

Dorset liveries and the two different United 
Counties green and cream colour schemes now 
released. 

Another Wilts & Dorset bus version, with a 
different destination and two Red & White 
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buses are due soon, along with two moe 
versions, one in Tilling red, the other in classic 
Ribble red, representing vehicles taken over by 
Ribble with the services of United in Carlisle in 
the early 1970s. 

The next versions of the B-T Models Bristol 
LD Lodekka will be in Hants & Dorset Tilling 
Green, complete with the visor over the 
cab windscreen, plus a yellow driver trainer. 
Recently released were Lodekkas in Wilts & 
Dorset and Red & White liveries - as ever with 


short or long radiator grilles - while the return 
of the Britbus range sees two up-graded 
versions of the Lodekka, under the'Asian 
Bus'heading, in two different versions of the 
yellow and cream livery used on ex-UK buses 
in Macau. 

Also new from Britbus are the Guy Arab water 
tanker conversions of China Motor Bus, in red 
and cream or blue and cream, plus the modern 
Scania Omnidekka in the current Stagecoach 
Chesterfield livery, with models of the two 


Wilts & Dorset examples painted in red and 
grey and Tilling red livery, to commemorate the 
company's Centenary this year. 

Returning to B-T Models, new lorry models on 
the way include the Foden DG ballast tractor 
and low-loader in Pickfords livery, the Ford D 
Series artic box van in 'Green Shield Stamps' 
colours, LAD Leyland six-wheeled tipper in 
Charringtons livery and the BMC FG van in Co¬ 
op Bakery livery, all helping to maintain a flow 
of interesting new releases. 
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Exclusive First Editions 

Readers are always kept up-to-date with 
the latest new releases from EFE with 
the company's informative adverts on 
the back cover of the magazine each 
month. While there might not have 
been any comletely new castings lately, 
EFE is filling gaps in the range with new 
versions of existing models, with some 
variations thrown in, to keep up the 
interest. 

An example is the forthcoming 
Atkinson, which has had twin headlights 
added.This is coming in National Carriers 
livery as an articulated box van, with the 
trailer in Rail Express Parcels. A Bedford 
TK box van is also on the way in Rail 
Express Parcels livery. 

New bus models to come include the 
Bristol FLF Lodekka in the attractive 
livery with more cream used on some 
of its vehicles at one time by Bristol 
Omnibus Company, a Daimler Utility 
on Wilts & Dorset livery, Plaxton Pointer 
and SLF Darts in Clydeside and Norfolk 
Green colours and a Highland Scottish 
Leyland National - all recent liveries now 
consigned to history - a West Yorkshire 
flat-fronted RELL and the flat fronted 
VRTII in Devon General NBC green and 
Solent Blueline liveries. 

Something in particular to lookout 
for is an interesting new model, which 
has been specially-commissioned by 
Bachmann, a Bristol VRT, as used at 
Derby by British Rail for electrical and 
mechanical engineering training, in 
a striking livery, complete with some 
blanked-out windows. 
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Duple-bodied Daimler CV6SD, BCK 753 (Preston, 1947), is seen here before starting work for the day. New to Scout Motor Services Ltd, it was sold to 
Burrett & Wells of Melksham, Wiltshire in August 1948. 


COACHING WITH CORGI 


Graham Dungworth has produced some more of his excellent dioramas, using Corgi 
Classics 1/50 scale model coaches to recreate some nostalgic scenes, to bring back memories 

of holidays in days gone by 


T he Rossendale Valley in East 
Lancashire is today a very 
pleasant, semi-rural place to 
live, with stunning views of the 
Pennine hills. It wasn't always 
so; Rossendale was once noted for shoe 
manufacturing, weaving and, of course, 
cotton mills. Haslingden, one of the local 
towns, was famous for quarrying a quartz- 
based sandstone known as Haslingden Flag, 
which was used all over the country for 
paving. 

Rossendale was originally served by trams 
operated by Accrington Corporation, but 
these ceased to run in 1930. From then on, 
a motor bus service commenced over the 
old tram route from Accrington to Bacup, 
jointly operated by Accrington, Haslingden 
and Rawtenstall Corporations. After the 
Utility buses of wartime, the vehicles used 
by Haslingden and Rawtenstall were all of 
Leyland manufacture, that is until April 1 st 


1968, when the two transport undertakings 
merged to become the Rossendale Joint 
Transport Committee, under general 
manager LT Merrall with a fleet of around 
53 buses. 

Haslingden's attractive blue and cream 
livery gave way to Rawtenstall's crimson 
and cream. I remember Haslingden's blue 
and cream Leyland PD2/12s, with 56-seat 
Leyland bodies and Rawtenstall's similar 
buses, although the last six PD2s bought 
by Rawtenstall in 1955 had full-width 'tin 
fronts', the only ones in the fleet. Tin-fronts 
were common in Accrington's fleet, however, 
on its East Lancs-bodied Guy Arab IVs, with 
Gardner 6LW engines, and Leyland PD2s, 
with similar 7 ft 6 ins wide East Lancs 63-seat 
bodies. In 1964, Rawtenstall took delivery 
of some really nice Leyland PD3/4s, with 
exposed radiators and East Lancs forward 
entrance bodies, together with two 30 ft 
Leyland Leopard 44-seat single-deckers, with 


manual gearboxes, again bodied by East 
Lancs. 

As a child growing up in 1950s Rossendale, 

I was already taking a keen interest in the 
buses that served the area but, even then, 
my main interest was in the coaches that 
took us to the coast or even further afield 
during the annual holiday fortnight. For 
two magical weeks, the Rossendale towns 
became unusually quiet and you could 
actually see the hills, normally obscured by 
smoke from the local factories. 

For our family, day trips were the order of 
the day, my parents used to book excursions 
with our local Yelloway booking agent Jim 
Sutcliffe. When the great day arrived, we 
would wait outside his grocer's shop for 'our' 
coach to arrive. Trips to Blackpool, Southport 
or Morecambe used to be handled by 
Burlingham Seagull-bodied AEC Reliances 
and longer distance trips, which excitingly 
were always'booked to plan', usually fell to 
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Reliances with Harrington Cavalier bodies. 

Even on shorter journeys there was always 
a stop half-way, more often than not at 
the 'Five Barred Gate' pub, where it was 
customary to drink a bottle of fizzy Vimto 
through a straw and eat a bag of Smith's 
crisps, with the little blue salt bag twisted at 
the top, not the tear-off kind that came later! 

It is just this kind of atmosphere that I have 
tried to recapture in the accompanying 
photographs. 

Corgi produce some excellent model 
coaches, which benefit from the additional 
detail that I incorporate, in particular to 
the interiors. Corgi, or any other model 
manufacturer for that matter, could not be 
expected to produce this level of detail and 
still market their products at an affordable 
price. 

Scout Motor Services began operations 
in 1919, with a couple of lorries with 
interchangeable charabanc bodies.The 
coaching operation became so popular that 
a Blackpool depot was opened in 1928. In 
1930 a stage carriage service from Preston 
to Blackpool was initiated, competing 
with Ribble. The Company was registered 
in 1932 and, in 1939, Ribble took over the 
administration, eventually acquiring Scout 



You saw them everywhere! BMS 99 (Stirling, 1947), was one of 43 Bedford OB coaches 
which joined the W Alexander & Sons fleet between 1946 and 1950. Fleet No W215 enjoys a 
refreshment break by the Caledonian Canal, en route to Dundee. 


in 1961. After World War II, in addition to the 
Leylands operated by Scout, several Bedford 
OB coaches were purchased, together 
with one Duple-bodied Daimler CV6SD. 

Very much the odd one out in the fleet this 
coach, bought in 1947 and the subject of my 


photograph, was sold on to Burrett & Wells 
of Melksham in August 1948, which suggests 
that it was not a popular vehicle within the 
Scout fleet. 

My second picture is of W Alexander & Sons 
Fleet No W215, a Duple-bodied Bedford OB, 



AEC Regal, FNV1 (Northampton, September 1949), operated by York Brothers of Northampton, pauses on a glorious summer day, to Let its excursion 
passengers stretch their Legs and no doubt have a cup of tea. The pristine condition of Fleet No 50 is typical of the York Brothers fleet. 
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like the Scout Motor Services Daimler, new 
in 1947. W Alexander & Sons was formed in 
1924, having started operations the previous 
year as Alexander's Motor Services of Kilsyth. 
In 1929, Alexanders joined the SMT group of 
companies and continued to build bus and 
coach bodies for its own use but, from 1930, 
this aspect of their operation expanded and 
the company began to build bodies for other 
SMT Group members. 

From 1934 until 1961, when the Company 
was reorganised into three areas'Fife', 
'Northern'and'Midland', each with its own 
livery, all Alexander's coaches were painted 
off-white and blue with the trademark 
'Bluebird'emblem. Many makes of vehicle 
were operated and this was reflected in the 
fleet numbering system. A = Albion (pre-war) 
and AEC Regal (post-war), BA = Albion (post¬ 
war), C = Commer, D = Daimler, F = Foden, G 
= Guy, K = Leyland Cheetahs, N & P = Leyland 
Lions and Tigers (PA post-war) and W = 
Bedford, hence the W215 of the Bedford OB 
in our photograph. 

Having operated many Bedford OWB 
models from 1942 to 1945, Alexanders 
began to purchase the more comfortable 
OB in 1946, when this came back into 
production; these vehicles were numbered 
W192-223, W229-238 and W240. There was a 
total of 12,766 Bedford OBs built, production 
not ceasing until 1951, you literally'saw 
them everywhere'! 

Moving on a couple of years, to 1949, my 


next two photographs are of yet another 
Duple-bodied coach, this time an AEC Regal 
operated by York Brothers of Northampton. 
George York was the driving force behind 
the business,s persuading his father to 
abandon the family's horse-drawn transport 
in favour of a lorry because, in addition to 
farming, the York family also undertook a 
small amount of haulage. Thanks to popular 
demand passengers were also being carried 
from Cogenhoe, the village where the York 
family lived, to the nearby town and in 1926 


George's blacksmith brother Fred joined him 
to form York Brothers. 

During World War II, Northampton adopted 
a ship,'HMS Laforey'and, as Fred York had 
served in the armed forces, it was decided 
that in future every York Brothers coach 
would be named after a vessel, in the case 
ofFNV 1 it was'HMS Dorsetshire'. Although 
George and Fred are long departed the 
Company remained a family business until 
recently, with a fleet of around 30 modern 
coaches, but closed when new parent 



York Brothers again, this time Fleet No 49, a Burlingham SeaguLL-bodied Leyland Royal Tiger, JBD 
100 (Northampton, 1953), named after HMS Hermes. It is seen here on a day’s excursion to the 
Norfolk Broads, during a tour based in Great Yarmouth. 
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TRAVEL * Scout 1 

ANII 


TRAVEL IN LUXURY 



Scout Motor Services Ltd. 

ADELAIDE 5T n i I I ROTWil RD 

Of HCfS Black pool Md DJL£ ST 

M 28-171-2 T4 29A7U2 


Details from Scout Motor Services excursion 
brochures. 

company, the Bowen Group overreached 
itself. 

'H.M.S Hermes'was the name carried by York 
Brothers Fleet No 49, which also happens 
to be a example of my all-time favourite 
coach, and the subject of my next picture, 
a 1953 Burlingham Seagull-bodied Leyland 
Royal Tiger. All York Brothers coaches were 
immaculately presented and the Corgi model 
captures the character of this vehicle really 
well, especially when extra detail has been 
added. 

The Bedford VAL must rate as one of the 
most iconic coaches of all time, possibly 
thanks in part to its starring role in the 
Michael Caine film The Italian Job'. The coach 


I "— - 

1959 SUMMER SEASON 

of 

Day - Half-Day - Ev&ning 

EXCURSIONS 


used in the film was ALR 435B a Bedford VAL 
with Harrington Legionnaire body, supplied 
new in 1964 to Battens Coaches of London. 
Surprisingly, it was not scrapped after 
the film's cliff-hanger ending, instead the 
improvised rear doors were welded up and it 
went back to being a coach, passing through 
several operator's hands, mainly in Scotland 
where it was once used as a school bus. 
According to the Legionnaire Register, it was 
scrapped in the mid-1980s. 

Another'film star'was URO 913E, a Plaxton- 
bodied VAL which was used by The Beatles in 
their film'Magical Mystery Tour'. This coach 
was new to Fox of Hayes in 1967 and is 
probably best remembered for being raced 


round RAF West Mailing by Ringo Starr in 
one of the film's sequences. Another VAL was 
used in a 1969 edition of the ITV soap opera 
'Coronation Street', which featured a coach 
crash involving some of the characters on an 
outing to the Lake District. This was LXJ 574G, 
also a Plaxton Elite-bodied example, new to 
Holts of Rushholme in March 1969, it was 
thankfully not damaged in the TV sequence 
and was eventually sold on to Isaacs, 
Morriston in December 1977. 

Is there something about the'Chinese 
Six'configuration of these coaches that 
makes them so appealing to film and TV 
companies I wonder? Coming back to earth, 
my photograph features CFY 956C, a 1965 
Plaxton Panorama-bodied version, operated 
by Smith's Tours (Shearing's) and is from 
Corgi's Connoisseur Collection. 

How many of us remember the heat from 
the engine and the smell of the warm tyres, 
not to mention the hundreds of dead flies on 
the windscreen and front panel of our holiday 
coach at the'half-way'stop? I hope that I may 
have stirred a few memories with my words 
and pictures - if so, I'm sure that Vintage 
Roadscene would love to hear from you. 



Possibly one of the most iconic coaches of all, Bedford VAL, CFY 956C (Southport, 1965), from the Smith’s Tours (Shearings) fleet, shows off its 
six-wheeled ‘twin steer’ configuration to good advantage, in this early morning picture, as it travels from the overnight coach park to pick up its 
passengers from their tour hotel in Bournemouth. 
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Barry Fenn and Andy Taylor went to the 
Kelsall Steam & Vintage Rally at the end of June. 


T he Kelsall rally in Cheshire has 

established itself as one of the top 
rallies for lorry enthusiasts, with 
vintage, classic and modern vehicles, 
with around 600 in total, including 
light commercials, cars, motor-cycles, tractors 
and, of course, steam engines. There really must 
be something for everyone. By all accounts, this 
year's event was most successful for everyone 
involved. 

It is always difficult to choose which vehicles to 
put in our Vintage Roadscene reports, as space 
is limited and there are so many impressive 
preserved and restored vehicles to show. Some 
vehicles are seen at several different rallies across 
the country, so we have opted for the ones which 
we have not seen before and maybe some which 
are a little unusual. That's not to say there are not 
many equally interesting vehicles which we have 
had to leave out. 




1: A common sight on our roads only a 
few years ago, this Dodge G Series, from 
around 1982, was over from Dungannon in 
Northern Ireland. (Barry Fenn) 

2: This LeyLand Octopus in British Road 
Services Livery was part of the Peter 
Drummond collection from Scotland, 
which visited the show on their way to be 
auctioned. (Barry Fenn) 


3: Offering a contrast to the bigger Lorries 
was this early post-war Reliant tricycle van. 

(Barry Fenn) 


4: This mid-1970s Ford D Series six- 
wheeled dropside was something of a rare 
sight these days. (Barry Fenn) 
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Above: This year marks 50 years of the Ford Transit, so the 
appearance of this Late example of the first type with the‘diesel’ 
front, excellently restored in the Livery of the German plant 
manufacturer, was most appropriate. Barry says he spent hours 
behind the wheel of vehicles Like this. (Barry Fenn) 



Above: A nicely-restored platform-bodied Transit Mk 3 from the Late 
1980s is another timely reminder of the history of these popular 
vehicles. (Barry Fenn) 



Above: Not many truck mixers survive into preservation, especially 
in such good condition as this Foden, with its ‘Winget’ mixer 
equipment, driven by an auxiliary engine. (Barry Fenn) 



Above: Another recovery vehicle, based on a Guy Big J, which are not 
a common sight these days. (Barry Fenn) 




Above: Barry says it’s always nice to see a Bedford ‘S’Type, Like this 
one, first registered in Norfolk in 1957, and now nicely-restored. 

(Barry Fenn) 



Above: This Leyland Octopus of Steve Swain of Carmarthen Looks 
as if it has stopped on its way to delivery a Load, what a nice 
restoration. (Andy Taylor) 



Above: Of interest to both military and recovery vehicle enthusiasts, 
this Ward La France stood out at Kelsall. Is it the only one in the UK 
Like this? (Andy Taylor) 
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A splendid Ford Model *TT van parked next to a caravan from 
the same pre-war period. The sign says‘Please hoot and pass’ 
Wonderful stuff. (Andy Taylor) 



Above: Another smaller vehicle to catch the eye, a Morris Z van. The 
registration suggests a Post Office vehicle from 1951, but this is surely 
the standard type sold to other commercial users. (Andy Taylor) 


Above: Three Bedfords from the Brumpton fleet, an OX, OL and TM, 
Look great Lined up on the rally field. (Andy Taylor) 



Above: Another of Barry Fenn’s ‘Now and Then’ comparisons, with the Rowe Hillmaster, seen on the right at KeLsaLL this year as a chassis-cab 
and on the Left as it appeared at the Rushden Cavalcade in 1993, when it was fitted with a platform body. 
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Peter Davies reports on the Commercial Vehicle & Road Transport Club's 50th Anniversary 

celebrations, with pictures from Jim King. 


A round forty members of one 
of the UK's longest-established 
clubs for lorry enthusiasts, the 
Commercial Vehicle & Road 
Transport Club, gathered in the 
Cedar Suite of the Manor Plus Hotel at Meriden, 
near Coventry on Saturday evening, July 18, to 
celebrate their 50th anniversary. Established 
in 1965, the CVRTC began with a small group 
of dedicated haulage enthusiasts who formed 
themselves into an organised network to share 
information with the aim of expanding their 
knowledge of the industry past and present. 

The club's activities were, and still are, focused 
on preserving transport history, especially 
haulage fleet lists, photographs and company 
histories. Prior to the CVRTC's formation, 
enthusiasts were often convinced that nobody 
else shared their interests, so they were pleased 
to discover just how many fellow enthusiasts 




Right: Manchester-based members 
Len and Robert NeiLd brought along 
their accurately restored BRS Leyland 
and Thornycroft eight-wheelers to 
the Sunday event at the Lincoln Farm 
Truckstop (Peter Davies) 


Above: Club Secretary Steve Wimbush 
was presented with a 50th Anniversary 
Dartington Crystal bowl in recognition of his 
long service to the CVRTC. Left to Right: Peter 
Davies, Steve Wimbush, Arthur Ingram and 
Chris Salaman. 


Left: Member Steve Evans, a skilled 
signwriter, displayed hisSeddon Mk.15/10 
at Lincoln Farm Truckstop, now wearing the 
famous livery of Craddock Bros from Coven, 
Wolverhampton (Peter Davies) 
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The 1958 BedfordS Type. 
1958, of Bill Barton of 
Banbury, Oxon, finished in 
Lampreys Livery, seen in the 
Lincolns Farm vehicle park. 



Above: The 1964 Bedford TJ tipper, BUR 627B, in the preserved fleet of Neil Bartlett of Coventry, 
approaches Lincolns Farm Cafe. 





Above: The 1965 AEC Mandator Mk 5, CRS 345C, now in the preserved fleet of Ray Hingley of 
Brierley Hill, is somewhat dwarfed by the MAN in the company’s modern working fleet. 


were to be found throughout the UK and other 
countries too. Other activities include collecting 
literature, models and, of course, preservation. 

The idea was originally triggered by a letter 
sent to the trade press by Norman Painting, an 
authority on Morris Commercial vehicles. Soon 
numerous truck enthusiasts signed up to the 
idea and the club grew steadily during the late 
1960s. Many of the early members and founder 
members have remained loyal to the club and 
still play an active role after 50 years. 

Over the years, the membership has boasted 
some notable industry figures including well- 
known journalist, the late Ron Cater, and the 
late Frank Manton of Rutland/MTN fame. Sadly, 
many of the early members who attended 
London and regional meetings have passed 
away during the past 50 years. One founder 
member who played an important role was 
Denis Miller, who sadly suffered with ill health 
and passed away in 1985 at the age of just 38. 
Tribute was paid to deceased members by Chris 
Salaman at Saturday's celebration dinner in 
Meriden. 

Many long term members were present, 
now the club'elders', including President Peter 
Davies, Vice President Arthur Ingram, Chairman 
Christopher Salaman MILT, AMIRTE, MlnstTA, 
and Secretary Steve Wimbush who, together 
with his wife Barbara, who was unable to 
attend, puts an enormous amount of time into 
running the club. The evening's entertainment 
was provided by Keith French MBE who himself 
runs a small fleet of tippers based at Arborfield 
near Reading. Keith kept the party amused with 
some hilarious tales of his escapades. Midlands 
Branch Organiser, Malcolm Mortimer also made 
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Above: Preserved vehicles make a time less scene, approaching Lincolns Farm, Led by ECN 73, the 1954 Leyland Comet 90 of Bill Barton of Banbury, Oxon. 



Above: The 1989 ERF E Series 325, G362 VNR, of John Lawton of Derby, 
carrying his 1946 Thornycroft Sturdy, HKO 799, seen in the Lincolns 
Farm vehicle park. 



Above: The 1945 Thornycroft Sturdy, HKX 536, of Graham Tailby of 
Kenilworth, next to KHS 999V, his MAN 16-240, in very different BRS 
liveries, shows what John Lawton’s Thornycroft should look like when 
it’s finished... 



Above: GOB 160N, the 1974 ERF A Series 
tractor unit in Ind Coope’s‘Double Diamond’ 
livery, belonging to Martyn Johnson of 
Hinkley. 



Above: Dave Jones of Kingswinford is seen at 
many rallies with his 1973 Bedford TK,TUY 
345 L. 



Above: TDO 250, a 1961 Morris FFK, is another 
from the fleet of William Barton of Banbury, 
Oxon. 


a speech reflecting upon the club's highlights 
and achievements. 

Recalling the early years, Peter Davies says, 
"Back then most of us were in our twenties 
and full of energy. Most of us are now senior 
citizens, but we're no less enthusiastic about 
lorries. Among the club's claims to fame is the 
founding of the Classic Commercial Motor 
Show, which resulted from a meeting Peter had 
with Commercial Motor Lorry Driver of the Year 
secretary, the late John Wells FCIT, who I met 
when I delivered the run-off truck, a Bedford TM 
artic, to the Cranfield Finals in 1978. We agreed 


that a show of vintage trucks would make a 
nice new attraction. I went home and fetched 
my old Maudslay eight-wheeler and put it on 
display over the weekend. 

"The following year, my wife Jill and I, with 
support from other club members, rounded 
up over 60 classics and, with the help of 
sponsorship from ERF Ltd, the first CCMS was 
born in conjunction with the CM LDoY 1979 
Finals. As history shows, the event grew year on 
year and became the UK's leading lorry show, 
more recently held at Gaydon. In between 
times most of the organising was done by 


member Alan Wilson and his wife Sheila." 

The recent weekend of celebrations was 
rounded off with a gathering of members' 
preserved lorries on Sunday, at the nearby 
Lincoln FarmTruckstop, organised by members 
Jim Read and Robin Masters. Everyone agreed 
that it was an outstanding achievement on 
the part of the CVRTC to have survived for half 
a century and, hopefully, it still has a bright 
future. 

Anyone interested in joining the CVRTC 
should contact Steve Wimbush on waggoner@ 
supanet.com 
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Keith Baldwin reports on the Merseyside Transport 
Trust's open day at Burscough in July. 


K eith has become one of our regular 
rally correspondents, travelling 
to many different events over the 
summer. He says he apologises to 
non bus followers for this selection 
of pictures but, to him, any form of transport is 
transport and he believes it is the same with a 
good number of people. 

This rally is held on two sites; one is the main 
museum, with a number of transport-related 
stalls, the other a site for the parking of a 
number of buses and car parking for the event. 
There is also a park and ride scheme from this 
location to the museum. Here are some of the 
interesting preserved vehicles to be seen. 






1: PCK 618, a 1961 Leyland Leopard with Harrington bodywork, restored 
in its original Ribble livery. 

2: A1950 Leyland Tiger, with Burlingham body, converted to open-top, 
when it passed from Ribble to Southport Corporation for seafront 
services. 

3: TMM 191, a 1950 Bedford OB with duple coach body, seen here in 
Liverpool livery, which is new on the scene. 

4: FFM 135C, a 1965 Guy Arab V with Massey bodywork, in the colours of 
Chester Corporation, seen leaving the museum and heading for the car 
park. 

5: NKD 536, a 1953 AEC Regent III, with Crossley body, from the 
Liverpool Corporation fleet, seen here returning from Burscough 
station. 

6: A more modern vehicle preserved is SKB 695G, a 1969 Bristol RE, with 
Park Royal single-deck body, also in Liverpool Livery. 
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A selection of events being held during the rest of the year, which wiii be 
of interest to Vintage Roadscene readers. 

Please check details with organisers before travelling long distances. Vintage Roadscene publishes this listing in 
good faith and cannot be held responsible for any changes or inaccuracies in the information given. 

This listing takes us to the end of 2015. We are coming to the end of a good season this year. With a few 
unfotrtunate exceptions again, the weather has smiled on the majority of events, so we hope everybody has 
enjoyed their days out, and continues to do so and stays safe. However, as we always suggest, it certainly would 
be a good idea to check that events are going ahead as planned, as ther sometimes have to be changes, especially before setting out over long distances, and 
don't forget to send us pictures of anything interesting that you see... 


SEPTEMBER 


18-20th September - Bedfordshire Steam & Country 
Fayre, Old Warden Park, near Biggleswade, Bedfordshire 
SG189DX,01462 851711 
e-mail: show@bseps.org.uk 
www.bseps.org.uk 

18- 20th September - Stoke Prior Steam Rally, 

Little Intall Fields, Stoke Pound Lane, Stoke Prior, 

Bromsgrove, Worcestershire B604DZ, 01527 575003 
e-mail: keithshakespeare@aol.com 
www.shakespearesrally.com 

19th September - Autumn Transport Show, 

The British Commercial Vehicle Museum, King Street, 

Leyland, Lancashire PR25 2LE, 01772 451011 
e-mail: enquiries@bcvmt.co.uk 
www.bcvmt.co.uk 

19- 20th September - 6th North Rode Transport Show, 

Station road, Bosley, off A54, near Congleton, Cheshire 

CW12 2PH, 07759 603168 

e-mail: nigelmoss-northrode@gmx.co.uk 

19-20th September - European Trolley Weekend, 

The Trolleybus Museum, Belton Road, Sandtoft DN8 5SX, 
01724711391 

e-mail: trolleybusmuseum@sandtoft.org 
www.sandtoft.org 

19-20th September - Salute To The 40s, 

The Historic Dockyard, Chatham, Kent ME4 4TE, 
01634823816 

e-mail: aalmond@chdt.org.uk 
www.thedockyard.co.uk 

19-20th September - Little Casterton Working 
Weekend, Hall Farm, Little Casterton, Stamford, Lincolnshire 
PE94BE, 01780 763 254 
www.knight-ltd.co.uk/lcww.htm 

19-20th September - Grand Henham Steam Rally, 

Henham Park, near Wangford, Suffolk NR34 8AQ, 

01502 578053 

e-mail: info@henhamsteamrally.com 
w w w. h e n h a m stea m ra I ly.co m 

19-20th September -TMS 60 Crich Tramway Village, 

Town End, Crich, Matlock, Derbyshire DE4 5DP, 

01773 854321 

e-mail: enquiry@tramway.co.uk 
www.tramway.co.uk 

19-20th September-Vintage Excavator Working 
Weekend, Thelkeld Quarry and Mining Museum, 

Threlkeld, Keswick, Cumbria CA12 4TT, 

01768 779747 

e-mail: threlkeldquarrymuseum@btconnect.com 
www.threlkeldquaryandminingmuseum.co.uk 


19-20th September - Truckfest North West, 

Cheshire Showground, Flittogate Lane, Tabley, Knutsford, 
WA160HJ, 01775 768661 
e-mail: info@livepromotions.co.uk 
www.livepromotions.co.uk 

19-20th September - Kedleston Hall Steam & 
Transport Show, Kedleston, Derbyshire DE22 5JH, 

07901 984627 

e-mail: dave.hoyles@ntlworld.com 
www.themidlandseventclub.com 

19-20th September - Royal County of Berkshire Show, 

Newbury Showground (M4, J13) 

Chieveley RG189QZ, 01635 247111 

e-mail:office@newburyshowground.co.uk 

www.berkshireshow.co.uk 

20th September - Classic Vehicle Show, 

Tripes Farm, Chelsfield Lane, Orpington, Kent BR6 7RS, 
01689825755 

e-mail: carshiw@stchristophers.org.uk 
www.stchristophers.org.uk 

20th September - Classic Vehicle Gathering, Rural 
Life Centre, Reeds Road, Tilford, Farnham, Surrey GU10 2DL, 
01252 795571 

e-mail: helen@rural-life.org.uk 
www.rural-life.org.uk 

20th September - Showbus, 

Woburn Abbey, Bedfordshire, 01494 258782 
e-mail rally@showbus.com 
www.showbus.com 


26-27th September - Kettering Vintage Rally & Steam 
Fayre, Cranford, off A14, Kettering, Northamptonshire 
NN144AW, 07840 065335 
www.kettering-vintage-rally.co.uk 

26-27th September - Quainton Traction Engine 
Rally, Buckinghamshire Railway Centre, Quainton Station, 
Buckinghamshire HP22 4BY, 01296 655720 
e-mail: office@bucksrailcentre.org 
www.bucksrailcentre.org 

26-27th September - End of Season Gala, 

East Anglia Transport Museum, Chapel Road, Carlton Colville, 
near Lowestoft, Suffolk NR33 8BL, 01502 518459 
e-mail: eastangliantransportmuseum@live.co.uk 
www.eatm.org.uk 

26-27th September - 16th Kingsfold Steam & Vintage 
Rally & Kite Festival, Wattlehurst Farm, Kingsfold, Sussex 
RH123SD,01324327852 
e-mail: chairman@wealdpower.co.uk 

27th September - Southdown Bus Day, 

Amberley Museum & Heritage Centre, Station Road, 
Amberley, West Sussex BN 18 9LT, 01798 831370 
e-mail: office@amberleymuseum.co.uk 
www.amberleymuseum.co.uk 


OCTOBER 


2-4th October - Vintage Festival of Light, 

Ashover Showground, Milken Lane, Ashover, Chesterfield, 
Derbyshire S45 0AB, 07591 915104 
e-mail: info@vintagefestivaloflight.org.uk 
www.vintagefestivaloflight.org.uk 


20th September - Autumn Transport Show, 

The British Commercial Vehicle Museum, King Street, 
Leyland, Lancashire PR25 2LE, 01772 451011 

25-27th September - 10th Miniature Rail & Road 
Steam Rally, Pembry Country Park, Carmarthenshire 
SA160EJ, 07970 597412 
e-mail:robert@rayner88.orangehome.co.uk 
www.ldme.co.uk 

26th September - Windsor International Toyfair, 

Montem Leisure Centre, Montem Lane, Slough, Berkshire 
SL1 2QG, 07825 564960,01895 674484 
www.windsortoyfair.co.uk 

26th September - Tinkers Park Open Day, Tinkers Park, 
Hadlow Down, near Uckfield, East SussexTN22 4HS 
e-mail: info@tinkerspark.com 
www.tinkerspark.com 

26th September - Lincoln Autojumble, former RAF 
Base, Hemswell, Lincolnshire DN21 5TJ, 07816 291544 
e-mail: lincolnautojumble@hotmail.co.uk 
www.lincolnautojumble.com 


3rd October - Classic Vehicles Days, 

Ipswich Transport Museum, Cobham Road, Ipswich, Suffolk 
IP3 9JD, 01473 715666 

e-mail: enquiries@ipswichtransportmuseum.co.uk 
www.ipswichtransportmuseum.co.uk 


3-4th October - Weekend Trolley Days, 

The Trolleybus Museum, Belton Road, Sandtoft DN8 5SX, 
01724711391 

e-mail: trolleybusmuseum@sandtoft.org 
www.sandtoft.org 


3-4th October - Truckfest Original, 

Newark Showground, Lincoln Road, Newark-on-Trent, 
Nottinghamshire NG24 2 NY, 01775 768661 
e-mail: info@livepromotions.co.uk 
www.livepromotions.co.uk 
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4th October - Bus & Classic Vehicle Rally, 

Oxford Bus Museum, Old Station Yard, Main Road, Long 
Hanborough, Witney, Oxfordshire 0X29 8LA, 07813 656030 
e-mail: rp_statham@yahoo.co.uk 
www.oxforbusmuseum.org.uk 

4th October - Classic Car Rally, 

Ellenroad Steam Museum, Elizabethan Way, Newhay, 
Rochdale, Lancs 0L164LE, 07789 802632 
e-mail: davidpope@sky.com 
www.ellenroad.org.uk 

4th October - Autumn Rally, 

Twyford Waterworks, Hazeley Road, Twyford, Winchester, 
Hampshire S0211QA, 01962 714716 
e-mail: enqui ries@twyfo rd wate rworks. co. u k 
www.twyfordwarerworks.co.uk 

4th October - Vintage & Classic Open Day, 

Winkleigh Old Airfield, Devon EX19 8DW 
e-mail: daniel.shearswetc@gmail.com 
www.wetc.uk.com 

4th October - Silver Star Celebration, Yorkshire Air 
Museum, Elvington, North Yorkshire, 01757 630777 
e-mail: philip@thornes.info 
www.thornes.info 

4th October - HCVS End of Season Gathering, Exelby s 
Whitwood Truckstop, Normanton J31, M62,0113 288 7483 

8th October - Access All Areas, The Tank Museum, 
Bovingdon, Dorset BH20 6JG, 01929 4055096 
e-mail: info@tankmuseum.org 
www.tankmuseum.org 

9- 1 Oth October - Vintage Transport Finale & Light up, 

Coppice Road, Trowell, near Ilkeston, Nottinghamshire 
NG93PG, 07901 984627 
e-mail: dave.hoyles@ntlworld.com 
www.themidlandseventclub.com 

10th October - End of Season Steam-up, 

The New Leathern Bottle, Jealotts Hill, Warfield, Bracknell, 
Berkshire RG426ET, 01252 516451 
e-mail: info@bshmc.co.uk 
www.shmc.co.uk 

10- 11 th October - Stotfold Working Steam Weekend, 

Stotfold Mill, Mill Lane, Stotfold, Htchin, Bedfordshire SG5 
4NU, 01462 734541 
e-mail: enquiries@stotfoldmill.com 
www.stotfoldmill.com 

10-11th October - Fairground Organ Festival, 

Milton Keynes Museum, McConnell Drive, Wolverton, Milton 
Keynes, Buckinghamshire MK12 5EL, 07761 534095 
e-mail: westbusker@yahoo.co.uk 
www.mkmuseum.org.uk 

10-11 th October - Glasgow Vintage Vehicle Trust 
Open Day, Bridgeton Bus Garage, Fordneuk Street, G40 3AH 
e-mail: info@gvvt.org 
www.gvvt.org 

11th October - Autumn Road Run, 

North West Transport Club, Start 9.30-10.00am, at Leyland 
Commercial Vehicle Museum PR25 2LE, 01524 791026 
e-mail: mickbriggs@dsl.pipex.com 

11th October - Model Transport Show, 

The British Commercial Vehicle Museum, King Street, 
Leyland, Lancashire PR25 2LE, 01772 451011 



A little taster for the next issue, when we'll report on the Trans-Pennine Run. Forget the fact that they are pulling 
onto the grass on the Stray, when did you last see two Atki eight-leggers in Holt Lane Transport livery together like 
this. Sometimes the rallies can just take us all back... (Roy Dodsworth) 


13th October - Samuel Ledgard Reunion Evening, 

Rose & Crown, 20 Bondgate, Otley, Yorkshire LS211 AD, 

0113 2363695 

e-mail: rennison@cc-email.co.uk 
www.samuelledgardsociety.org.uk 

17th October - Wheels by Lamplight, Ipswich Transport 
Museum, Cobham Road, Ipswich, Suffolk IP3 9JD, 

01473 715666 

e-mail: enquiries@ipswichtransportmuseum.co.uk 
www.ipswichtransportmuseum.co.uk 

17-18th October - October Steam Party, Klondyke Mill, 
Draycott-in-the-Clay, Staffs DE6 5GZ, 01543 491485 
e-mail: turner@tjerry9.orangehome.co.uk 
www.nsctec.co.uk 

18th October - Free Bus Rides, Museum of Transport, 
Boyle Street, Cheetham, Manchester M8 8UW, 

0161 2062122 

e-mail: adam.stephenson@gmts.co.uk 
www.gmts.co.uk 

18th October - Transportfest, London Bus Museum, 
Cobham Hall, Brooklands, Surrey KT13 OSL, 01932 837994 
e-mail: londonbusmuseum@btinternet.com 
www.londonbusmuseum.co.uk 


7-8th November - Newark Vintage Tractor & Heritage 
Show, 

Newark Showgroud, Lincoln Road, Winthorpe, 
Nottinghamshire NG242NY, 

01636705796 

e-mail: info@newarkshowground.com 
www. n e wa rksh owg round.com 

15th November - 50 Years of Ipswich Transport 
Museum, 

Cobham Road, Ipswich, Suffolk IP3 9JD, 

01473 715666 

e-mail: enquiries@ipswichtransportmuseum.co.uk 
www.ipswichtransportmuseum.co.uk 

21st November - Long Eaton Fairground Model Show, 

The Town Hall, Long Eaton, Nottinghamshire NG101HU, 
0115 973 1218 

e-mail: ahyley.ianjohnson@btinternet.com 


DECEMBER 


5th December - Christmas Cracker, 

Ipswich Transport Museum, Cobham Road, Ipswich, 
Suffolk IP3 9JD, 

01473 715666 

e-mail: enquiries@ipswichtransportmuseum.co.uk 
www.ipswichtransportmuseum.co.uk 


31st October-Halloween, 

East Anglia Transport Museum, Chapel Road, Carlton Colville, 
near Lowestoft, Suffolk NR33 8BL, 01502 518459 
e-mail: eastangliantransportmuseum@live.co.uk 
www.eatm.org.uk 

31 st October - Twilight and After Dark Trolleyday, 

The Trolleybus Museum, Belton Road, Sandtoft DN8 5SX, 
01724711391 

e-mail: trolleybusmuseum@sandtoft.org 
www.sandtoft.org 

31st October -11th Transport Collectors Fair, 

Pudsey Civic Hall, Dawson's Corner, Cote Lane, Pudsey, 
Yorkshire, 0113 236 3695 
e-mail: rennison@cc-email.co.uk 
www.samuelledgardsociety.org.uk 


NOVEMBER 


1st November - Museum Open Day, 

Lincolnshire Road Transport Museum, Whisby Road, 
North Hykeham, Lincoln LN6 3QT, 01522 500566 
e-mail: info@lvvs.org.uk 
www.lvvs.org.uk 


5-6th December - The Christmas Cracker, 

Museum ofTransport, Boyle Street, Cheetham, Manchester 
M88UW, 

0161 2062122 

e-mail: adam.stephenson@gmts.co.uk 
www.gmts.co.uk 

6th December - Christmas Toys & Steam Day, 

Abbey Pumping Station, Corporation Road, Leicester LE4 5PX, 
01162995113 

e-mail: andrew.simpson@leicester.gov.uk 
www.abbeypumpingstation.org 

11 -13th December - Christmas Carousel, 

Scarborough Fair Collection, Flower of May Holiday Park, 
Lebberston Cliff, Scarborough, North Yorkshire Y011 3NU, 
01723 586698 

e-mail: info@scarboroughfaircollection.co.uk 

20th December - Classic Vehicle & Steam Meet, 

The Sun Inn, Lower Burton, near Dorchester, Dorset DT2 7RZ, 
01305 260038 

e-mail: g.wiltshire@btconnect.com 
www.transportofyesateryear.com 
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WRITE TO: THE EDITOR, VINTAGE ROADSCENE, KELSEY PUBLISHING LTD., 

CUDHAM TITHE BARN, BERRY'S HILL, CUDHAM, KENTTN16 3AG OR EMAIL: MIKE.FORBES@KELSEY.CO.UK 


MODEL LIVERIES 

The pictures show three model trailers 
covered with a vinyl wrap. I think the Quayside 
Distribution, with the Grimsby Town Football 
Team logos, would be extremely hard to 
produce with conventional water-slide transfers, 


as used for the Grimsby Fish, BRS Contract trailer. 

The Geoff Gilbert Scania ran to Germany with 
the Cherry Valley trailer, which I think was the 
only one done in this livery. Maybe I should 
get costings for the wrap as a commercial 
proposition? 


I've also incuded an interesting Bedford TK 
cattle transporter from the 1960s and a Greaves 
& Lamming Bedford SType artic at Haiths Seeds, 
about which I will be putting together a story in 
the future... 

Ray Newcomb, Grimsby 






r 


MORE FROM LEICESTER 
WHOLESALE MARKET 

Having asked around the market for 
more photos, I have found a couple 
more, a Thornycroft Sturdy of Francis 
Nicholls and a petrol-engined Dodge 
of AW Squires, bother were supplied 
by Bob Gerard, which later became 
Parrs, of Abbey Lane, Leicester, which 
was a Dodge, Thornycroft, ERF, JNSN 
and Gardner Diesel agent. 

Colin Chesterman, Leicester 


v 
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MEMORIES FROM LEEDS 

Reading Vintage Roadscene issue 185, with 
the picture on page31-32ofthe'Headlight' 
magazine, with the Yardley'Power Plus' 
Beaver, 146 EUG, and an ERF in Portsmouth 
Docks, brought back memories of Yardley 
Transport Ltd, Spa Buildings, Buslingthorpe 
Lane, Meanwood Road, Leeds 7. 

The company was a major player in the 
Leeds transport system, operating about 
40 vehicles, in a livery of dark blue cab and 
black chassis, with white lettering. The 
mixed fleet included AECs, Albions, ERFs 
and Leylands, rigids and artics. Yardley 
operated a night trunk to London (Clapham) 
and Southampton (RyeTerrace). 

The main customers were Joseph 
Woodhead, on Kirkstall Road - road springs 
to AEC, Bedford and Ford (delivered on 
the Southampton trunk motors, which 
were then taken on to Southampton by 
night men); Rigby's Wire from Cleckheaton; 
Kirkstall Forge, Leeds - axles for AEC, Dodge, 
Bedford and Ford; National Glass, York- 
pallets of bottles, two high;Wm Nicholson, 
off Hunslet Road, Leeds - bank safes. 

Southampton was a good night's work for 
the drivers, 260 miles, with no motorways, 
Leeds, Ferrybridge, Doncaster, Blyth, 
Dukeries, A614 to Ollerton, then A46 to 
Liecester, A5 toTowcester, Jacks Hill Cafe, 
A43 to Oxford, A34 to Abingdon, Newbury, 
Winchester, then into Southampton. 

The usual return loads were produce 
from Portsmouth Docks, from Guernsey 




and Jersey, tomatoes and new potatoes; these 
were all handball loads - as in the picture - for 
wholesale markets around Yorkshire, Leeds, 
Bradford, Huddersfield, Sheffield, Barnsley, 
Wakefield and so on, which was seasonal work. 
Yardley also ran a night wagon to Glasgow 
from Leeds, as and when required, with 
produce. 

A night driver called Roger Ball lived locally 
to me and worked for Yardley for many years. 
He drove a Leyland Beaver like the one in 
the picture. He also drove a new Scammell 
Highwayman, NUA 199F, from 1968, with a 
Leyland'Power Plus'0680 engine, which had 
the'gate change'gearbox. Roger broke the 
gear stick on two occasions. He then carried a 
spare gear stick in the cab for emergency use. 
This vehicle pulled a flat trailer, but it was not 
popular with the shunters. 

In this era, there were no curtain-siders, all 
handball loads, ropes and sheets, hard graft, 
no cab phones. Yardley reduced its fleet and 
moved on to container work, eventually 
disappearing. The spa Buildings depot is now 
an industrial estate. 




Yardley was a Leyland Group distributor, 
operating out of Green Hammerton, near 
York, with sales and repairs.The company 
was also agent for Highway Trailers, 
based in Southampton; Yardley Transport 
operating many Highway trailers and 
possibly purchasing its Leyland, Albion, 

AEC and Scammell vehicles from Green 
Hammerton. 

I hope this information and pictures are 
suitable for the magazine. I also have more 
information on'Top Rankin; seen in the 
Tailscene, as I was an apprentice at Isles 
of Stanningly around this time, attending 
many Rankin vehicles needing repairs. Our 
workshop foreman, Philip Clegg, was'head¬ 
hunted' by Mr Fox of Rankin, to manage this 
new depot. He moved up to Redcar with 
his family. 

The Yardley and Sutton pictures are official 
AEC photos, purchased from a Donington 
lorry meeting some years ago. 

The Suttons AEC Mk V is at Billingsgate 
Fish Market, on a night trunk from Newlyn 
in Cornwall. It had a sister Mk V, 185 MCV. It 
was in a dark green livery, later Fodens were 
yellow, after the company had used AEC 
Mandator tilt-cabs. 

The other picture shows a Yardley AEC 
Mandator, FUA 683D, of 1966, when brand 
new, fuelling up at Leeds, ready for a hard 
life. 


John Milner, Leeds 


Thanks for so much interesting information 
and the pictures, John. It's great to see how 
much follows on from the articles we produce. 




YMUEY 

(GREEN HAMMERTON) 
UNITED 


COMMERCIAL VEHICLE supplier* 
SALES AND REPAIRS 

AGENTS FOR HIGHWAY TRAILERS 
1 TtCALEMIT AUTOMATIC LUBRICATION 

YORK ROAD, GREEN HAMMERTON 
YORK YOS 8BR 

Tshpfcant Grevn HummAn 421 ft 


GHOUP SALES 


Leedhams 

TtL YORK 15444 (YORK) LIMITED 

BEDFORD MAIN DEALERS 

24 HOUR 
RECOVERY 
SERVICE 

TEL 

YORK 51*52 
MO.T. TEST CHECKS A PREPARATION 


At 

SERVICE 


BODIES IN TIMBER, STEEL OR ALLOY 
TAILORED TO INDIVIDUAL NEEDS 

ISLES LTD 

STANTVI NOLEV - LEEDS 

T*l MJM6Y SMH 
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TRI-ANG BEDFORDS 

I have a question that was sparked by the 
Bedford 'S'type Shell-Mex & BP tanker article. 
As a young child, around 1958-591 was given 
two large toy lorries which had previously 
belonged to an elder cousin. One was a cream 
pantechnicon and the other was a Bedford 
Shell-Mex and BP tanker. I remember nothing 
more about the pantechnicon than its colour 
and that it was sign-written don't ask me what 
was written as I was pre-school age, I don't 
know what make it was - although I suspect it 
may have also been a Bedford. 

The Bedford 'S'type tanker I remember quite 
clearly, it was painted exactly like NUW 984, 
had ribbed hoses in clips along the tank sides, 
was articulated, although I don't recall if it 
could be uncoupled from the tanker trailer. It 
was, I believe a perfect scale replica, size-wise 
it was definitely bigger than the Spot-On 
range, it was probably around 1 /20th scale, 
quite a substantial item and I think made of 
metal. 

I wondered if these might have been 
promotional items or business gifts. My 
cousin's father (my uncle) was a haulage 
contractor who ran a large fleet of Bedfords, 

'O'types initially, then'S'type rigids, 'TK' rigids 
and a couple of 'J'type box vans. I'm not sure 
now how many vehicles were operated by 


these companies, but from memory of the yards, 
it must have been between 20 and 30, maybe 
more. 

The'J'type box vans were used to deliver 
Shell-Mex & BP oils under a distribution contract, 
which my uncle had for many years. So there 
was a long business relationship with both Shell- 
Mex and BP and Bedford. 

Now to the question, has any reader any 
knowledge of these or similar models, did any 
others exist? 

Norman Tooke, Milton Keynes 


The Bedford models you describe, along with a 
tipper and breakdown version, were produced by 
Tri-ang during the 1950s. I believe I also had the 
tanker and box van, which came with a red and 
cream or blue and cream livery, carrying the Tri- 
ang name, from memory. There were also military 
versions. All these are are quite rare these days, as 
these lovely big pressed steel toys would have been 
played with a lot and few have survived. 


LABOUR'S ROAD TO RUIN 

Harry Coughlan of Rayleigh, Essex, found this letter, with an interesting account 
of lorry driving in the 1940s in the Daily Mail, which he thought he would share 
with us: 

Clement Attlee's Labour Government wasn't as good for Britain as has been 
suggested. Under his nationalised system, he made it an offence for a lorry 
driver to ring ahead for a return load. Every load had to be allocated by a 
government clerk, with the result that lorries were unable to provide essential 
food deliveries. 

Food rotted in the docks and on the farms, while drivers found themselves 
standing around, as the whole system, which had functioned during the Blitz 
and throughout the war, turned into a disaster. 

Factories went on short working times, as they couldn't get components, and 
finished goods couldn't be delivered. We all suffered from seriously reduced 
food rationing - worse than during the war. 

Far from restoring traditional values, Attlee odered the union cards of drivers 
who telephoned ahead to obtain return loads to be confiscated, so they 
couldn't work at all. 

These drivers had risked their lives during the war, getting material through to 
the correct destinations. A doodlebug blew up one of our lorries in Dagenham 
and another driver lost his wife and six children, but still drove in and out of the 
docks every day. 

Bus nationalisation meant coach trips to the coast or to theatres couldn't be 
advertised. And coaches weren't allowed to drop off the elderly when passing 
their homes after a show. 

Many people had never been to the seaside in their lives, but Attlee's 
government wouldn't allow us to advertise trips. If anyone did anything wrong, 
their licence could be with-drawn. We had to take people hop-picking by lorry. 

Decisions made by those who don't understand their effects can be terrible. 
Every- one in our company voted Attlee in and then, as one, they voted Attlee 
out and Churchill in, so normality and food flooded back into our lives. 

P D Pascal I, Martock, Somerset. 

A bit before my time really, but do readers recall that the immediate post-war 
years were like this? It sounds as if a bad situation was made worse... 


MORE ON MORRIS VANS 

Issue 189 of Vintage Roadscene was great. The Electricars and 
Timpsons articles were brilliant, and they are going to take some 
time to digest. The High Street Names article was very good, and I 
refer to the Eden Vale Morris van on page 35. These vans were often 
referred to as the'2 ton LD; but they were officially known as the 
Morris'LCFO'. They had a longer wheelbase than the LDand twin 
rear wheels, and were fitted with a BMC 3.4 litre diesel engine. They 
were mistaken for an LD, because they used the same Motor Panels 
front end pressing as the LD. The Royal Mail owned hundreds of 
Morris 2 ton LD vans, which may have been an LCFO chassis, fitted 
with a BMC 2.2 litre diesel engine, made especially forThe Royal 
Mail. I haven't been able to find out which engine was used in these 
Royal Mail vans, because they were quickly auctioned off in the 
1970s. Most of the engines were exported to the Far East, to power 
fishing boats. It was around 1968 that BMC enlarged its 2.2 litre 
engines to 2.5 litres for the Austin FX4 taxi, and the new Morris EA 
van. 

H. Daulby, Croydon 


As ever, thanks for your kind words and the additional information. 
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BUS CONDUCTING 

Regarding Vintage Roadscene, 
issue 188 for July 2015, firstly, 
my apologies for the lateness 
of this letter, but I would like to 
refer and to make comments on 
a couple of pictures in this Issue, 
both appertaining to Brighton, 
Hove and District vehicles, plus a 
mention of Southdown. 

On page 54, there is a photo of a 
1940 Bristol K5G 30/26R, CAP234, 
now in Southern Vectis colours. 

I'd like a pound for every mile I've 
travelled on the back of that old 
bus. 

I'll explain why; at the beginning 
of August 1959, having just 
returned from six years in 
Canada, I joined the B, H & D as 
a Conductor. I was supposed to 
have had two weeks training, 
but as they were desperately 
short of staff, I only got one week 
before they passed me out. (They 
really must have been desperate, 
because I had never been to that 
are area before, my folks lived in 
Somerset!) 

Because of my lack of route 
knowledge; they put me on 
the 17s, the Sea Front Service, 
Portslade Station to Rottingdean, 

(I couldn't get lost on that run they 
said!) using the white convertible 
buses. The engines were so cut 
back, that they were known in 
the garage as, The Rice Pudding 
Fleet'- as they wouldn't pull the 
skin off one! There were two steep 
, hills to climb on that route; The 


King's Cliff, near Black Rock, and 
Rottingdean Hill on the main road, 
and Rottingdean Hill again on the 
way back. 

Rottingdean being in a valley, 
the driver would put her in crawler 
gear all the way up and, by the 
time she reached the top, steam 
would be blowing out of the 
radiator cap, meaning a top of 
water up at each end! Two little 
stories about those old KG5s; and 
both happened to me... 

The first was when I was to 
operate a winter morning rush 
hour extra, (known as a 'Swing') 
with one with the top on -1 can't 
remember what number she was. 
The first run was as a service 38 
from the bottom of West Street. 
Then you climbed the formidable 
Dyke Road, something like 1 in 3 
or 1 in 4, we picked up half a dozen 
nurses for the Children's Hospital 
near the top. At the ClockTower 
stop, after about two hundred 
yards, steam was gushing out of 
the radiator. A few yards beyond 
that, there was an almighty crack 
and the big ends blew, and that 
was that. The nurses got off and 
walked, the driver went to the 
phone, coming back he told me 
to go back to the office and pay 
in. Trouble was, I hadn't taken any 
money - you didn't charge nurses, 
did you? 

The second memory was doing 
a Derby Bus. On Derby Day, all 
open-top buses were on hire to 
the various London clubs. We left 


the Hove garage at 3 o'clock in the 
morning, using one of the KG5s. 
They took all of the seats out on 
the top deck. Now the trip to and 
from London was a journey of epic 
proportions, the hills were murder 
to climb, and as for Handcross 
Hill...! I never thought we would 
get up there; no exaggeration to 
say 2 mph, if it was that, and we 
were using the old A23, through 
Crawley and Redhill, etc.The M23 
and the M25 hadn't been thought 
of in the early 1960s. 

At the club we loaded tables, 
cases of beer, food and the club 
members - they travelled on 
the lower deck, all the goods 
upstairs. At the track - when we 
finally got there - we, the crew, 
acted as stewards.There had to 
be one of us on the platform at all 
times, to keep off the riff-raff, etc. 
You hoped the clients would win 
their bets, the more they won the 
bigger the tip you got! 

The other item comes under 
the banner of,'Southdown's 
Odd-Bods'. I remember all of those 
buses mentioned in the Havant 
area but, as for number 700, we 
did a school day out in that old 
banger, went from Chichester 
to the Festival of Britain. Oh boy, 
most of the girls had to travel 
downstairs, because they'd got 
travel sickness, and this was 
another bus in the'Rice Pudding 
club (See above). 

However, on page 32 is a shot of 
Patcham Fountain, with a'Down' 


Guy Arab III, No 502, now behind 
her is B H & D K5G. She would be 
working the 15B service, Portfield 
Avenue, Patcham, to Mile Oak, 
Portslade. I was on this route for 
some time, which was a very 
busy road, no tea points, and only 
one public toilet available, and 
only at the Collidge Street stop 
in Sackville Road. You hit three 
of the main shopping centres, 
London Road and Western Road in 
Brighton and Church Road, Hove, 
and then started all over again at 
Portslade Station. There was one 
unwritten rule, that all B H & D 
busman prided themselves on, 
which was that we ran on time. It 
was a mortal sin to be clearing the 
road for another crew following 
you. 

But I don't think you are right 
about the identity of the bus; I 
think you will find that she was a 
KS6G, with an eight foot body on 
a 7 ft 6 in wide chassis, H34/28R, 
probably of the MPM series, which 
rolled like a pea on a plate. 

At that time it was the best job 
on earth, I thoroughly enjoyed 
every minute of my time on the 
company, but as with all good 
things, it became too badly paid, 
and support from the company 
when you had problems was non¬ 
existent. 

Sorry; I've rambled on, too many 
memories. 

R J (Dick) Metcalfe-Thomas, 
ex-KK33694, Lowestoft 


— 

VINTAGE BUS & COACH 

Regarding the picture on Page 48 in Volume 
2, having spent my youth in Lincoln, I can 
confirm that the photograph shows the old 
Lincolnshire Road Car Company Bus Station 
in Lincoln High Street and that the Leyland 
TS7 depicted was working the relatively short 
Service 4A from Lincoln to Welton. 

At this time, the LRCC had three other 
departure points in the city: 

St Mark's Street - a few yards to the south of 
the photograph, used by double-deckers on 
local routes and also on services to Grantham 
and Skegness; 

Thorn Bridge car park, off Broadgate, on the 
approximate sit of the present bus station, 
used by buses on ex-Enterprise services to 
Brigg and Scunthorpe; 

Unity Square, at the top of Broadgate, used 
by buses on ex-Wrights of Louth services to 
Louth and Mablethorpe. Unity Square was 
also used by the independent, Hudsons of 

___ 


■ ■ \ 

Horncastle, which ran services to Horncastle 
and Skegness, plus an express service in the 
summer season to Scarborough. 

These inconvenient arrangements ceased 
when the new LRCC bus station and garage 
in St Mark's Street was opened in March 
1959. Sadly, this has now been demolished 
to make way for the inevitable shopping 
complex. 

May I say how much I have enjoyed reading 
the first two volumes of' Vintage Bus & 

Coach'. 

Trevor Taylor, Morden, Surrey. 

I have just bought Vintage Bus and Coach 
Volume 2, and the pictures on pages 49 
and 50 are not Brigg bus station, but are 
of Lincolnshire Roadcar's Brighowgate bus 
station in Grimsby, as in the picture on page 
49. You can see the top of St James Church in 
Grimsby. 

Andrew Morgan, via e-mail 

_ > 


JESTER'S CORNER 

As promised, a few words about'athlete's foot'. 
Our yard foreman could never find enough to do, 
apart from being self-appointed'Health & Safety' 
officer, union rep and spending most of the day 
'up the gaffer's bottom'. 

He reported me to the branch manager for 
not wearing safety boots. The manager had me 
in his office and said:"You are not in training for 
the Olympic Games or the Great North Run, you 
work for BRS. Now, give me one good reason 
why you are wearing trainers to work." 

"I've got athlete's foot," I replied. 

"This is no laughing matter; you know the rules, 
I'm within my rights to suspend you for fourteen 
days. What's your response to that?" 

"Can I have the last week in May and the first 
week in June?" 

"Go and get your'Totectors'on and think 
yourself lucky. This is your final verbal warning." 

Just my luck; I was looking forward to a 
fortnight in Skegness with the grand-kids and 
My Old Dutch... Happy Days. Jester 
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MORE ABOUT 
LAUNDRIES 

It was very nice to get nice 
comments about my Morris 
LD van from Allan Wilson 
from Kendal (no relation!). The 
registration number of the 
Lakeland Laundries coach on 
page 69 in the August issue was 
EFX 570. It was new in August 
1950, to Sheasby of Corfe 
Castle, with a rare Reading 
body. Lakeland Laundries 
bought it from a dealer in 1959. 

In 1972 Lakeland acquried 
the Chorley Hygienic Laundry 
of Chorley and the name was 
changed tp Lakeland Pennine. 

Lakeland Laundries was 


owned by the Milligan family 
from 1890 to 1994, when it was 
sold to the Sunlight group. 

The pictures show EFX 
570 when it was owned by 


Valentine, and a front view 
when owned by Lakeland 
Laundries; a 1970 Commer 
Walk-Thru in Lakeland livery 
when new at Barrow; a Chorley 


Hygienic Albion outside the 
head office at Chorley; and 
a Dodge box van in the new 
Lakeland Pennine livery. 

Ken Wilson, Garstang 



TATE & LYLE 

May I thank you for the recent'Road Haulage Archive' issue on Tate & 
Lyle. Looking through the photos reminded me of the days I spent with 
my dad, out in the lorry delivering to London or Liverpool Docks, and 
seeing many of T & L's lorries going about their everyday business. 

But seeing the photos of the'Pease & Son'Foden steam lorries really 
made it for me. You see, my dad's first job on leaving school was as a 
van boy, on a Foden steamer for this very company. He had to assist 
with the deliveries they made around London and the South of 
England, loading and unloading bags, sacks, tins and barrels of raw and 
refined products. He had to sit in the back of the wagon, as the cab was 
out of bounds to van boys. 

As well as helping with the load, he was also in charge of the auxiliary 
brakes, namely a large wooden chock or wedge, which he had to put 
under the rear wheels, whenever the wagon stopped on a hill. This had 
to be done, before the wagon rolled down the hill, any misjudgment in 
doing this resulted in a 'thick ear'from the driver. 

He never got to be a driver for Pease & Son, but went on to be a 
vehicle mechanic and then a driver, trades he learnt during the war 
in the REME, then afterwards working for such companies as Nestle's 
(pronounced the old way) and the LCC. 

In later life, he started working for a small contract haulier in 
Wandsworth, They did all the delivery work for APV Co, delivering food 
processing machinery all over the UK on Long Distance work, This, of 
course, resulted in deliveries to Tate & Lyle in London and Liverpool, a 
sort of a full circle for him really. 

The'Archive'series is fantastic, with period photos and informative 
captions. How about doing more on the likes of J Lyons, Whitbread, 
Robsons Border Transport, Sutton's of St Helens, Russell of Bathgate, 
British Oxygen, and many more. Stuart Wilson, via e-mail 

We hope to get around to the vehicles of all the 'good old'companies - as 
long as we can get hold of the pictures to use. Any offers? 


DUTCH GOLD LOCATION 

Regarding Issue 189 for August 2015 
and Allan Macfarlane's Dutch Gold on 
page 56,1 can give you some more 
information. MrVanVIiet owns it, with 
two full-time mechanics working at the 
museum restoring the vehicles. Yes it is a 
private museum, situated in a converted 
greenhouse/barn and only opens twice 
a year to the public - to escape tax 
regulations. 

Mr Van Vliet had a large skip hire/ 
recyling depot to the west of the Hague?, 
with a 80 tonne plate weighbridge. Rigid 
ten-wheelers and wagon and drags 
are allowed, 50 tonnes GVW, but often 
60/70 tonnes are the norm (so whats 
new?) I have been on the weighbridge with Rudd Potter 
with a total GVW 63 tonnes, wagon and drag so have seen this with my 
own eyes. Sometimes they have a Drott to push them, to get rolling. 

Mr Van Vliet sold the company quite a number of years ago, so he has 
a full time interest in his museum. He sold to a National Company called 
Voelia, I think. 

Finally, the museum is 5-6 kms from Delft. Ruud drives for Mr 
Knijnenburg, a skip/tipper truck, with a rigid eight-wheeler Mercedes, 
440 bhp, with trailer and hook roll-on, roll-off systems. The company 
also has five-axle Mercs, with mid-lift/steer axle. I have photos if you are 
interested. 

Also, a friend of mine, Ray Newcomb, has put on page 10 one of my 
Great Grandad's Bedford S types from Ford and Slater, the G H Blow lorry 
from Laceby, PBE 743, which was one of three supplied by them. Hope 
you find the above information of interest. 





Michael Blow, via e-mail 

_ J 
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RESTORATIONS 

Having received this month's magazine, 
it brought many memories of my years at 
Marstons Brewery. The eight-legger pictured 
on the cover is a great piece of restoration, it 
ticks all the boxes. Stan Parker was the regular 
driver of this vehicle, which was one of four 
of this model, and it was used mostly on the 
Winchester run, which in those days was a 
two-day run. I myself had it when Stan was on 
holiday and it was a lovely sounding motor. 
The person who restored it did his 


homework, apart from the fact that he's got 
it registered in 1964. Two more came in 1965 
CFA 222C and DFA821C. I therefore cannot see 
how UFA 180 can have been 1964.1 was there 
In 1965, and that motor looked two or three 
years old then. It's only a small niggle for I think 
the restorer has made a fine job. 

My brother Graham seems to think the 
restorer comes from Cheadle in Staffordshire. 
He beat my brother to it from a Uttoxeter 
scrapyard, whch is now water under the 
bridge. 


Enclosed are photpgraphs of our 
restorations, which we are taking to Cromford 
in Derbyshire this weekend. They don't come 
out very often. Dave Pearson from Coventry, 
who I see most mornings in Barton Quarry, 
keeps telling me to get them down to Gaydon, 
as he thinks our'Mickey Mouse' is on a par with 
his in Hoveringham colours. 

George Summerfield, Burton-on-Trent 

Please bring these lovely Fodens to Gaydon i, as 
I'm sure everybody would like to see them! 



r 



V 


BEFORE AND AFTER 

Here's some more'before and after' pictures of restored 
vehicles. The Atkinson eight-wheeler was seen at Much 
Marcle Steam Rally this year. After showman's use, it 
is now in the hands of Ken Tremayne of Lydney. The 
Atkinson Borderer with the box body was seen at a fair 
at Donnington,Telford, when in Showman's use, and as 
it is now, in dark blue, at Rempstone Steam & Country 
Show on Sunday 12 July this year. 

The Albion now sports a tank body, as seen in the 
August issue, but had a platform when it appeared at 
Cromford Steam Rally in 2010, while the Foden, which 
Keith Baldwin saw with a load and in an earlier style 
livery at Oldham, used to be in light blue British Steel 
colours, as seen at Astle Park in 1996. 

Barry Fenn, Telford 
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NEXT MONTH 

SOUTHDOWN 

HISTORY 

THOSE WERE THE 
DRAYS2 

MORE FROM 
FORD & SLATER 

AUSSIE AND OTHER 
RALLIES 


PLUS ALL THE 
USUAL FEATURES 

IN THE NOVEMBER ISSUE, ON SALE OCTOBER 16TH 



* Circumstances might cause the planned contents to change 




ROAD TRANSPORT PHOTOS 

1940s onwards - professionally printed from SOp inc P&P . 
Free digital images available for Internet use 
Catalogue of over 50,000 photos at 

www. na3t. org/road 

On-line or mail order 

SAE: NA3T(VR>, 14 Gannon Road. Worthing. BN11 2DT 
eMail: info@na3t.org Phone: Bob 01903 235167 
Land, sea or air negative collections purchased 



CLASSIC SPtlPfS 

Brake and dutch hydraulic spares for post 
7 935 classic and vintage buses, coaches and 
commercials. Kits for master cylinders, wheel 
cylinders and slave cylinders. 

New and recon cylinders. 

Brake hoses from stock or made to pattern. 
Cylinder resleeving service and one off 
manufacture available. 

Contact: Ian Wonnacott, Classic Spares, 

The Forge, Fore Street, Kenton, Devon EX6 8LF. 
Phone/Fax: 01626 891645 
email: iandDclassic-parts.co.uk 
www.classic-parts.co.uk 


CPA Services 

Vintage & Classic Radiator Restoration for the 
Commercial Vehicle, Bus & Coach Enthusiast 



Quality radiator restoration and 
repair service. 

For prompt personal service and 
advice please contact Jess Dilley. 

We also offer specialist turbo 
charger, air brake, oil cooking and 
water pump repairs. 


Units 4 & 5, Site 4, Alma Park Road, Alma Park 


Industrial Estate, Grantham NG31 9SE 


Tel: (01476) 571 404 Mob: 07714 152 394 


Fax: (01476) 579 636 
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T he response to theTailscene 

picture in the July issue suggests 
that many readers would also 
like to see this view, taken in the 
same place, at the same time. 

The scene is again where Southampton Row 
and Kingsway meet High Holborn, although 
not recognisable today, of course, after so 
much re-building.The same Midland Bank 
and parade of shops and offices is in the 
background, although the Guinness advert 
on the hoarding in front of the building site 
is hidden behind the London Transport'ST' 
double-decker bus going away from the 
camera on route 25B. 

Central to the scene is the'NS'-'Nulli 
Secundus' (Second to None in Latin) 
double-decker on route 166, turning right 
into Holborn. In spite of its advancing years, 
fleet no NS362, XO 4034, still looks in good 
condition. Apparently entering service in 1923, 
built for London General Omnibus Company, 
with an AEC chassis fitted with open-top body, 
026/24R0, it passed to London Transport 
when it was formed in 1933, having gained a 


covered top and pneumatic tyres along the 
way, and was one of the last of the class to be 
disposed of at the end of 1937 - quite a long 
life for a 1920s bus and helping to date this 
picture. 

Coming along Holborn towards the 
camera are three of the six-wheeled IT class 
double-deckers, headed by GW 5893, on 
variations of route 23 and 23B, to Marylebone 
or Hampstead. The buses carry adverts for 
Swan Vestas matches, the Daily Mail and The 
Country by Green Line', then quite a new 
concept, promoted on the side of the NS. 

I would say that an unusually large 
proportion of the traffic consists of private 
cars. There are only the five buses, the bonnet 
of just one commercial - possibly a Dennis, 
appearing from Southampton Row on the 
left - just three of the Landaulette taxis of the 
time, plus about 15 cars. 

The rear of a Ford 8TType, HV 4284, can be 
clearly seen nearest the camera, behind an 
Alvis or similar coupe with 'dicky seat', PO 4249, 
and a little'boat-tailed'two-seater, GN 720, an 
MG Midget or similar, plus two of the taxis. The 


dark saloon turning ahead of the NS bus looks 
as if its rear wing is clipping the bumper of the 
ligher-coloured saloon it is turning behind (the 
pedestrian seems to be pointing). 

Watching the drama is the driver of the 
Standard or Hillman'Aero'saloon coming 
out of Southampton Row, in front of the 
newspaper placards, reading'Britons Rescued 
by Air - Evening News';'6 Planes Leave London 
for Spain - Evening Standard' (presumably a 
reference to the Spanish Civil War);'John Bull 
- Frozen Money'; and'Guardian - Fixed Trusts 
Committee's Report', among others. 

Turning behind the NS is an Armstrong 
Siddeley or similar large saloon, driven by 
a chauffeur with a peaked cap, across the 
front of several smaller saloons of the time, 
including a couple of Austins. 

I have no doubt some readers with better 
knowledge of pre-war vehicles can correct me 
and tell us more, which I think only adds to 
the value of scenes like this. There is another 
similar shot for another time if readers would 
like to see it? I look forward to hearing from 
yoU...(CHCaah830) 


74 October 15 


www.roadscene.com 







SUBSCRIBE TODAY 




SAVE 
60 % 



ISSUES 

FOR HIST 



Save 60 % ‘on the shop price Free delivery direct to your door Never miss an issue 


__ ....n in WORK-IN® 

CTKiNSON v'ENTuRcn clothes 



mm bedfoRD S TYPE TANKER 
ALBION CLY1 Nine year rebuild 

Magnificent Father & Son f r 0 |T| SCrapi 





mm 3 EASY WAYS TO ORDER 

iriE 1 ONLINE 

DDY J. shop.kelsey.co.uk/cvc 

O post 

^ Fill in the form and send to: FREEPOST RTKZ-HYRL-CCZX, 

Classic & Vintage Commercials Subscriptions, Kelsey Publishing Ltd., 
Cudham Tithe Barn, Berry’s Hill, Cudham, Kent, TNI6 3AG 

Q CALL OUR SUBSCRIPTION TEAM 
O 0845 241 5159 & quote offer code CVCC128 

—^ MALTA ROAD RUN 

our vehicle’s history Hotline open: Mon - Fri 8am - 6pm. Please note that calls are 

charged at your local rate, for further information please check with your service provider. 


‘PLEASE NOTE: 3 issues for £5 offer is a Direct Debit, UK subscription offer only. You can cancel at any time in writing in the first three months and £5 
will be your only commitment. If you do NOT cancel in that time, a regular payment will continue at £43.35, taken via direct debit from your bank every 
12 months. **60% discount calculated on your first 3 issues. 


SUBSCRIPTION OFFER SUBSCRIPTION OFFER 





SUBSCRIPTION OFFER SUBSCRIPTION OFFER 


YOUR DETAILS 

MrQ/UQ/yiQQ/Ur Fnmnsmp IvIYES! Please send me the next 3 issues of Classic & Vintage 

Commercials for just £5. 

Si 

. After 3 issues I understand that my subscription will continue at the low rate of just £43.35 

Address. every 12 months, saving *15% on the shop price - unless I write to tell you otherwise. 

Instructions to your Bank or Building Society to pay by Direct Debit 

.Postcode. Name of Bank. 


Daytime phone.Mobile . 

Email. 


Address. 


DELIVERY DETAILS (if different from above) 

Mrs/Ms/Miss/Mr.Forename. 

Surname. 

Address. 


, Postcode. 


Account name. 
Sort code 


Account number 


i 


i 


i i 


i i 


.Postcode 

Daytime phone.Mobile .... 

Email. 


Signature. Date. 

Originator’s Id number Direct Debits from the account detailed in this instruction subject to the safeguards 
assured by the Direct Debit guarantee. I understand that this instruction may remain 
with Kelsey Publishing Ltd. and, if so, details will be passed electronically to my Bank 
or Building Society. 


81 31 71 31 813 


PLEASE SEND COMPLETED FORM TO: 

UK Freepost address: FREEPOST RTKZ-HYRL-CCZX, 

Classic & Vintage Commercials Subscriptions, Kelsey Publishing Ltd., 
Cudham Tithe Barn, Berry’s Hill, Cudham, Kent, TNI 6 3AG 


Offer/prices available until 31st December 2015. Kelsey Publishing Group Ltd. uses a Multi Layered Privacy Notice giving 
you brief details about how we would like to use your personal information. For full details visit www.kelseyshop.co.uk or 
call 01959 543524. If you have any questions please ask as submitting your data indicates your consent, until you choose 
otherwise, that we and our partners may contact you about products and services that will be of relevance to you via 
direct mail, phone, email and SMS. You can opt-out at ANY time via email data.controller@kelsey.co.uk or 01959 543524. 


O 

















































Limited Editions with Endless Appeal 


WILTS £t DORSET 


WILTS & DORSET 


L. ll » 

i 

C -* i I LJ— 



26412 
DAIMLER UTILITY BUS 


TILLINGS NATIONAL 



29510 

PLAXTON PANORAMA BRISTOL DOME 


WILTS fr DORSET 


WILTS & DORSET 



25813 
LEYLAND DMS 


NORFOLK GREEN 



36712 

PLAXTON SLF DART 


BOURNEMOUTH CORPORATION 



18017 

DAIMLER FLEETLINE 


LONDON COUNTRY 


[■tf • 



W ^WL I 



32005 

RCL ROUTEMASTER 


CLYDESIDE 



20650 

PLAXTON POINTER DART 



40201 

ATKINSON ARTIC BOX VAN 


STAGECOACH CALEDONIAN EXPRESS 



26705 

PLAXTON PARAMOUNT 3500 


_ 


DEVON GENERAL NBC 




nwrSFTODTV hfabgj.ra] 



38121 
BRISTOL VRT 


WEST YORKSHIRE NBC 


m im 



25005 

BRISTOL RELL FLAT FRONT 


SOLENT BLUELINE 



38122 
BRISTOL VRT 


HIGHLAND SCOTTISH 



17511 

LEYLAND NATIONAL MKII 


- r m 


SOVEREIGN BUSES 



29634 

LEYLAND OLYMPIAN 


BRISTOL OMNIBUS 


■■lllillBllil S •i 



14017 

BRISTOL FLF LODEKKA 



** I 



To Find EFE Stockists or to Buy Direct Stop Off At 

•xclusIvefFIrstedftlons.coin 





\ Tye Cree-rr 


•M 








































































